UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY MINUTES

Meeting Held Monday, July 2, 2018	4774 Saucon Creek Road 
****************************************************************************************
  * *  UPPER SAUCON SEWAGE TREATMENT AUTHORITY  * *  UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP
ORGANIZED  1 9 8 8
LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANNA

Chairman Bruce Bush called to order the regular meeting of the Upper Saucon Township Municipal Authority at approximately 6:04 PM in the public meeting room of the Upper Saucon Township Water and Sewer Department office building, 4774 Saucon Creek Road, Upper Saucon Township, Lehigh County, PA. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bruce Bush – Chairman
Joaquin (Jack) DeMatos - Vice Chairman
Mark Sullivan – Treasurer
Ronald Reybitz - Asst. Secretary and Asst. Treasurer
Ryan Holmes - Secretary

STAFF PRESENT:
Gary A. Brienza, Esquire, Solicitor 
Karl E. Schreiter Jr. P.E., Engineer
Chris Cope, UST Director of Water and Sewer Resources 

NOTIFICATION:
All public sessions of the Upper Saucon Township Municipal Authority are electronically recorded.  The recordings are maintained as part of the record of the meeting until the minutes are transcribed and approved by the Authority.

VISITORS:
None

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

MINUTES: 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the meeting minutes for June 4, 2018 as submitted.

Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE COMMENTS:
Authority members may comment on the correspondence packets or the “Summary" which they received.  

(NOTE: This is a summary of the correspondence prepared by the Chairman.  Details must be obtained by reading the actual correspondence)

Date list was prepared or amended: 6/14/2018, 6/15/2018, 6/17/2018, 6/18/2018, 6/27/2018



Date of letter: 6/2/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Seth Pellegrini, Toll Brothers and others
Subject: Station Ave. Sewer Extension
Discussed this matter with Tom Beil, and it will be placed on the agenda for June 11.  I will prepare resolutions accepting the off-site sewer.  Acceptance will be conditioned upon completion of punch list items and execution of the easement agreement......

Date of letter: 6/2/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Gary Brienza, Solicitor
Subject: Station Ave. Sewer Extension
Spoke to Tom Beil yesterday.  I will be preparing a resolution to accept the easement and the off-site sewer line/force main.......

Date of letter: 6/4/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor
Letter sent to: Thomas Beil, UST
Subject: Replacement of Worn Walkway at the WWTP
Had discussions with Chris Cope regarding the subject matter.  He has provided me with documentation regarding the issue related to replacing the currently existing anti-slip fiberglass stair treads with a similar, like item.  I have determined that competitive bidding is not necessary in order to replace the walkway/stair treads/grating at the sewage treatment plant and that the Authority may proceed with the (low) quote submitted by Design Plastic Systems, Inc. and order the replacement items.

Date of letter: 6/5/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA       (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Tom Beil, UST
Subject: Sunset Drive/Ackermans Lane Sewer Installation.....Payment Request #1
(Attached) is Payment Request #1 for the subject project as approved by the USTMA.  Please process for payment. 

Date of letter: 6/5/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor
Letter sent to: Jerry and Stephanie Steward, Station Ave.
Subject: Temporary Construction Easement
(Enclosed) is the Temporary Construction Easement for your review and execution.  UST is willing to provide you with a $1000.00 credit against the applicable sewer tapping fee in return for granting the temporary easement.

Date of letter: 6/5/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA
Letter sent to: Jim Mazeika, Barry Isett and Associates, Inc
Subject: DeSales University......Athletic Fields Project....Sewer Manhole Chimney Seal Submittal Review
The Flexrib Frame-Chimney Seal as manufactured by Trelleborg is approved for use on this project. 

Date of letter: 6/5/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Karl Schreiter, SEA and others
Subject: HMS Management Hotel and Banquet Center....Hilton Homewood Suites......Center Valley Parkway
Gary forwarded an e-mail from Nadine Romanyshyn, FLB Law, dated 6/4/2018 which notified Gary of problems regarding a sanitary sewer easement from the 1990's as shown on prior plans, did not contain the actual sewer line that was installed.  The as-built plan shows the actual sewer location being outside the record 20 foot wide sanitary sewer easement.  The actual sewer is all within the confines of my client's property.  The owner needs to provide a new sewer easement showing the actual location of the sewer line.  We would include language in the easement indemnifying the authority as it relates to the existence of the sprinkler equipment within the sewer easement.

Date of letter: 6/5/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor           (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Thomas Beil, UST
Subject: HMB Management Hotel and Banquet Center.....Hilton Homewood Suites......Center Valley Parkway
Personally I do not have an issue with what Mike Ondra is requesting/suggesting in his e-mail dated 6/5/2018 (which is part of this e-mail).  Release of the security deposit should not adversely affect the modification/correction of the old easement.   Let me know how you want to proceed. 

Date of letter: 6/6/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA            (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Gary Brienza, Solicitor and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing Review of Latest Plan Set
I reviewed the latest plan for the subject.  I found the following.......Offsite easement is still shown as 10 ft wide; I believe the Park's owner was to obtain a wider easement; they need a wider easement to install the new line...........Show a shed on the lot for trailer 605; this must be removed and a new shed cannot be installed...............trailer at lot 605 is slightly on the proposed easement; not sure if this can be moved due to available space in the area.    Let me know how you want me to proceed. 
Date of letter: 6/6/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Karl Schreiter, SEA and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing review of latest Plan Set
I agree with your comments in your 6/6 e-mail on the subject. 

Date of letter:   6/6/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Gary Brienza, Solicitor and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing Review of Latest Plan Set
I agree with your comments, but would note only that if they cannot get a wider easement we have the ability to work in the narrower area as a result of the equipment obtained for the Toll Bros. development.

Date of letter: 6/6/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing Review of Latest Plan Set
So your recall on this is the same as mine.....   Do you have a preference if Karl deals with it "engineer to engineer" or if we/you deal with it through Malky?

Date of letter: 6/6/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Gary Brienza, Solicitor and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing Review of Latest Plan Set
I have no problem if the engineers try to work this out and involve us it they cannot do so.  Reality is that we might get stuck with a narrow easement, but we have agreed to one at Weyhill so I think we will be OK. 

Date of letter: 6/7/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor           (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office and others
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossing Review of latest Plan Set
All good on my end.     Karl-----will you do the honors with your compatriot engineer? 

Date of letter: 6/8/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Bruce Bush
Subject: 1539 Spring Valley Yard Depression Complaint
Gary forwarded the following e-mail from T. Beil...........The e-mail included the background on the Yard Depression
The resolution accepting the sewer line will now be on the agenda for the 6/25 BOS meeting.  I would like you present for the discussion of this matter as the resolution is somewhat complex and the Board might have questions. 

Date of letter: 6/8/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor
Letter sent to: Mark Malkames, Malkames Law Offices
Subject: Saucon Valley Crossings Development
The UST and the Authority are in receipt of the engineering report which was prepared by Dave Lear on behalf of your client, the developer.  After review we found some minor issues. Based on discussion with Dave Lear It appears two of the issues have been or will be resolved.  The shed at lot 605 will be removed.  The trailer near lot 605 has been removed so that the location for a new trailer will be shown outside of the easement on the updated plan.  The only issue that needs to be addressed is the easement regarding the swale that goes from Lot 605 and then ultimately bisects two properties on the other side of the swale.  You were going to contact those property owners to obtain a wider easement since the current one is too narrow. Advise on this issue as soon as possible so that Dave Lear can update the new plan and that the Township and Authority can be satisfied with the easement. 

Date of letter: 6/8/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Bruce Bush
Subject: Brinley/TOA Special Study
Based on my conversation with Jim Ridgik of PADEP, they now want Section J signed by the Authority for both the TOA and Brinley Planning Modules.  Please sign two copies of the documents.

Date of letter: 6/8/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA          (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Bruce Bush and others
Subject: Locust Valley Bog Turtle Documents
[bookmark: _GoBack](Attached) were documents regarding the subject.
In short......The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stated that their review of the information provided, including the project description and location, no adverse effects to this species are likely to occur.

Date of letter: 6/13/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Jim Ridgik, PA. Gov. and others
Subject: Brinley Court and TOA Planning Module and UST Special Study
(Attached) is the revised values for Section J of both the Brinley and TOA PADEP Planning Modules.  Copies on the original signature pages are in the mail today.

Date of letter: 6/13/2018
Letter from: Gary Brienza, Solicitor
Letter sent to: Center Valley Lodging, LLC
Subject: Center Valley Lodging, LLC................GOL Steakhouse located at 6034 Main Street, Center Valley, PA
Your recent IPP submitted by GOL Steakhouse was deficient in many areas and essentially was incomplete.  The application needs to be in the name of Center Valley Lodging, LLC and the GOL Steakhouse.  Since a significant period of time has elapsed it is imperative that a site view occur so that Upper Saucon's staff can get a sense and understanding of the current use as well as the condition of grease trap and other equipment/lines.  Please contact my Paralegal to provide a few dates and times so that a meeting can occur at the Steakhouse involving you, or another representative of Center Valley Lodging, the owner/operator of the restaurant and appropriate personnel from UST.  We would also review the IPP submission so that it can be appropriately updated. 

Date of letter: 6/13/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA
Letter sent to: Patricia Lang, UST
Subject: Penn State Lehigh Valley......Dining Hall Expansion.....Sketch Plan Review
We reviewed the sketch plan as prepared by Liberty Engineering and dated 6/8/2018.
Proposed project will be built in the area northwest corner of the intersection of Saucon Creek Road and East Saucon Valley Road.  Project will include a proposed 7500 sf dining hall to be added to the existing building.  Flow projections will be required to determine if sufficient capacity is available to provide proper sewage service to the proposed facility.   In addition, the applicant must submit an Industrial Pretreatment Permit Application detailing the activities to be included with this expansion.  After review of the submitted items it will be determined if pretreatment facilities such as a grease interceptor are required.  

Date of letter: 6/13/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA
Letter sent to: Patricia Lang, UST
Subject: Penn State Lehigh Valley.........New Maintenance Building......Sketch Plan Review
We reviewed the sketch plan prepared by Barry Isett and Associates, Inc. dated 6/8/2018.  Proposed project will be built in the area northwest corner of the intersection of Saucon Creek Road and East Saucon Valley Road.  Project will include a proposed 4800 sf maintenance building and a 400 sf storage building. Flow projections will be required to determine if sufficient capacity is available to provide proper sewage service to the proposed facility.   In addition, the applicant must submit an Industrial Pretreatment Permit Application detailing the activities to be included with this expansion.  After review of the submitted items it will be determined if pretreatment facilities are required.

Date of letter: 6/13/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA
Letter sent to: Bruce Bush
Subject: Lanark Commons.......Review of Video Inspection
We reviewed the videotapes from a television inspection of the sewers of this subdivision.  Purpose of the inspection was to determine the current condition of the sewers.  Inspection was conducted in April 20, 2018 by the Township Staff.
The segments viewed appeared to be in acceptable condition however, one deficiency noted in pipe segment at MH#354A.....pipe crack at 271-3 ft.   It is recommended that the Township schedule this crack to be repaired in the future.  The lateral located 20 feet from MH#354A was plugged.

Date of letter: 6/20/2018
Letter from: Karl Schreiter, SEA         (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Bruce Bush and others
Subject: Brinley/TOA Special Study
Based on my discussion with Jim Ridgik, we worked out all of the revisions that will be needed by PADEP to approve the Special Study. The following changes have been made............Page 30 of the Study has been revised to show an implementation schedule acceptable to PADEP......Page 6 and 7 of each module has been revised to meet all of their requirements.
(Attached) is a draft copy of the information that will be sent to PADEP.   Two copies of each of the planning module must be signed by Bruce Bush.  Everything is now dated for June 26.  (Attached) is a revised resolution for review.  Revised sections have been highlighted....this adds the wording required by PADEP and reference to the revisions in our 6/26 letter.   Advise of proceeding. 

Date of letter: 6/20/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Karl Schreiter, SEA and others
Subject: Brinley / TOA Special Study
I will await work from Tom Beil as to agenda placement. 

Date of letter: 6/22/2018
Letter from: Tom Dinkelacker, DDA Law Office        (e-mail)
Letter sent to: Thomas Beil, UST and others
Subject: Brinley / TOA Special Study
Karl - let's discuss on Monday so that I know the current status of the matter and exactly what you / DEP want in the Resolution.    

*************end of correspondence for July’s meeting
         
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:
The Solicitor’s Report dated July 2, 2018 was presented by Solicitor Brienza.

Solicitor Brienza said Saucon Crossings submitted a new plan including many aspects discussed during the site view meeting.  There were three issues not covered.  Mr. Schreiter followed up with their engineer on two issues and they will be addressed.  

Mr. Brienza explained the third issue.  There are two offsite homes located on Chestnut Street that currently have 10’ easements. These easements need to increase to 20’.  Saucon Crossings’ attorney is supposed to address the homeowners but has not yet.  Mr. Brienza said the plan is on hold until the easement issue is resolved.  

Solicitor Brienza said Tom Beil and Solicitor Dinkelacker have made some changes to the tapping fee ordinance in the citation and letter portions.  Mr. Beil is hoping for an approval sometime this summer.

Solicitor Brienza gave Solicitor Dinkelacker a description for Mountain Glen’s bill of sale and dedication is moving forward.

Mr. Brienza said they are dealing with last minute issues at Weyhill Estates.  He said the developer needs to sign the paperwork and pay the Township $36,000 to proceed with dedication.

On the sewer expansion/Promenade Shops easements, Mr. Schreiter said the paperwork is with the owners and is ready be pushed through.

Today Mr. Brienza received the temporary construction easement needed to finalize the Station Avenue sewer extension project.

Mr. Brienza said he needs to set up a meeting with GOL Steakhouse’s owners and attorney to go over their application and what is needed.  He said that Township staff will need to view the grease trap and look into their new air frying method.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Karl Schreiter, PE, presented Engineer’s report dated June 29, 2018.

Mr. Schreiter said Toll Brothers signed off on the paperwork needed to dedicate the Spring Valley Pumping Station.

On the Sunset Drive/Ackerman’s Lane sewer project, Mr. Schreiter said Sunset Drive is complete and sewers are currently being installed on Ackerman’s Lane.  Mr. Cope mentioned that the roads are a mess.  Mr. Schreiter said he has not heard from Hanover’s inspector and may stop by the site this week to have a look.

Mr. Schreiter said PennDOT rejected Cooper Farms permit again and he will give them assistance to complete the paperwork.  Mr. Cope said he received an $1,100 invoice from PennDOT for this project.  

Mr. Schreiter said that he confirmed that PADEP does indeed read the quarterly reports being sent to them.

On the Brinley Court/Traditions of America special study, Mr. Schreiter said he needs to meet with Solicitor Dinkelacker to finalize revisions to the study so it can be sent to the Board of Supervisors for approval.
   
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:
Mr. Cope said that Station Avenue has been the main focus. He said progress has been slow due to groundwater issues and hitting stone.  He said they installed 250’ of sewer line and will start work again on Monday.

Mr. Cope said there was an issue on Clover Drive where a homeowner’s lateral backed up.  It was determined the issue was on Township property and the homeowner will be reimbursed for fees paid to their plumber. 

Mr. Cope said he is trying to find more information on where the Copperhead Grille’s current lateral is located where the new lateral will go.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Mr. Sullivan reported interest received.  He asked Authority members to double-check their paychecks as they should have received back pay.

The ending balance is $1,145.42.

Motion made and seconded approving the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

MOTION (S):
None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. Unconnected Sewer Analysis
Reference SEA’s letter dated 1/8/2014.  Study identified 53 potential properties that should be connected to the sanitary sewers.  (1) Update of the status of the letter that the Authority recommended be sent to the "53";  (2) Status of the request for an Ordinance to cover the inspection of the laterals prior to sale of the property.  

B. Sewer Tapping Study - update

C.  Easement Problems

D.  Oakhurst Drive Project
Ref:  Meeting minutes from the March 6, 2017 meeting.  Installation of gravity and low pressure sewers to the area east of the I-78 bridge.  

Mr. Schreiter said he sent Solicitor Dinkelacker the paperwork and thinks we are close to getting signatures.  Mr. Brienza believes this paperwork is approved.  Mr. Schreiter said he will call Charles Unangst at Hanover about the easements.

E.  Saucon Valley Crossings Mobile Home Park
Update on the status. 

F.  Station Avenue Sanitary Sewer (Spring Valley Area)
Sewer extension from MH# BB99 located adjacent to Weyhill Drive will be installed to service existing homes located along Station Avenue.

NEW BUSINESS:
None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next scheduled meeting of the Authority will be Monday, August 6, 2018 @ 6:00 PM at the Water and Sewer Building.  

ADJOURNMENT:
With there being no further business to discuss, the meeting of the Upper Saucon Municipal Authority was unanimously adjourned at approximately 6:33 pm.

Respectfully submitted,




Ryan Holmes
Secretary
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