


FOREWORD

Early in 1975, the Upper Saucon Bicentennial Committee made initial plans to publish a history

of the township.

Our nation's 200th birthday seemed to be an auspicious time to record, under one cover, the
heritage of Upper Saucon. It would remain a permanent account of those men and women who have
contributed over the years to the growth of our community and country.

“Upper Saucon Township —

A Bicentennial Tribute” is a product of love that has a message for

each of us. It offers the “who, what, when and where” that is important to some people. However, the
human side is also shown. Personal accounts have been left virtually unedited in order to project the

author’s feelings to the reader.

A tremendous amount of photographs, manuscripts, travel and interviews went into this book.
And, inevitably, a great deal of editing was needed. Although an effort was made to check out all
names and dates before the information was used, there may be errors.

I would like to thank the Township Supervisors and officials for their continued support of this

project.

I thank the following authors who contrib
stedt, Evelyn Borger, Constance Cowen, Elsie

ated so much of their time and effort; Anneliese Aden-
Gruver, Kathy Link, Betty Miller, Barbara Petro, Fran

Petro, Ruby Reinik, Jane Whitton, Charles Wimmer. We are indebted to Franklin Dewitt, Henry

Soltys, Ruby Reinik and Elsie Gruver
made available to the Book Committee.
attending meetings, taking field trips and/or o
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for collecting and identifying the hundreds of photographs
In addition, the following people contributed their time by
pening their homes to the Committee:
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To the typists, Bonnie Barndt, Sylvia Buesgen, Meg Farrell, Bernice Lanshe and Dorothea LeRoy, we

give special thanks.
Finally, we all join together in one group to thank Fran Petro for her research, writing, typing,

and all-round organization that made this book a reality.
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INDIANS IN UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP

by Anneliese Adenstedt

Previous to the year 1755 (the commencement of the “Indian war”), the Indians who resided in
the county were kind neighbors to the white people, whom they frequently supplied with meat and
sometimes with beans and other vegetables, which they always did as charity, bringing presents to
their houses and refusing pay. The Indian children were sociable and fond of play; a harmony was
kept up between them until 1755. Native simplicity reigned then in its greatest extent. The difference
between the families of the white men and the Indian was not great, when, to live was the utmost
hope, and to enjoy a bare sufficieny the greatest luxury. Before this time, no occurrence happened,
materially to disturb the general tranquility; everything, both public and private, went on in an even
and regular routine, their moderate wishes were fully gratified, necessaries and conveniences were
gradually increased, but luxuries of any kind, except spirituous liquors, were rarely thought of or in-
troduced.

The first men that lived in Upper Saucon were the Indians. The word Saucon is derived from the
Indian word Saukunk which was the name applied to an Indian village at the mouth of Saucon Creek,
and afterwards a large tract of country lying on both sides of the creek from its source to its mouth.
Saukunk comes from Sa-ku-wit, the mouth of a creek.

The Indians most closely associated with this area and Pennsylvania were the Delawares. They
called themselves Lenni Lenape (pronounced Len-ne Le-nah-pay), which means the “Real (or
Original) People”, and were addressed as “Grandfathers” by most of their Algonquin speaking neigh-
bors. The English called them Delawares because they were seen on the Delaware river. The Lenni
Lenape were a loose confederation of Algonquin tribes, who at the opening of the seventeenth cen-
tury, occupied a continuous territory from Delaware Bay to Manhattan Island and up the west bank
of the Hudson to Kingston, New York. This included the coast of Delaware north of Cape Henlopen,
most of New Jersey, a piece of southeastern New York and Pennsylvania east of the height of land bet-
ween the Delaware and Susquehanna rivers. It seems that there were no permanent Indian set-
tlements in Upper Saucon. The valley of the Lehigh, except for the usual spring bushnet fishing, had
no great attractions for the Delawares; they preferred to locate their little villages between the
northern slope of the Blue Mountains and the north branch of the Susquehanna. The Lehigh Valley,
however, was the favorite and main route to the settlements on the Delaware and in New Jersey, both
by water and trail. The numerous Indian arrowheads, some dating back to prehistoric times, found in
Upper Saucon Township are strong evidence that the Indians travelled and hunted frequently in this
area.

Picture of arrowheads submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Regis Leonard found in the yard of their
house on Limeport Pike near Limeport.

In the seventeenth century, there were three divisions of Delawares, resting on a geographical
base. These divisions are not known to have had a formal government, but their members possessed a
sense of belonging; they were the Unamis, Unalachtigos and Munses or Minisinks. The Unamis or
“Down River People” lived on the right bank of the lower Delaware and its tributaries from the
Lehigh to the mouth of the Schuylkill, a territory that included todays Upper Saucon Township.
Their symbol was the turtle and that is the reason why so many of these emblems are found in the
Saucon Valley.

John Heckewelder tells us why the Unamis were proud of their class totem:

The Tortoise, or as it is commonly called, the Turtle tribe, among the Lenape, claims a
superiority and ascendency over the others, because their relation, the great Tortoise, a fabled mon-
ster, the Atlas of their mythology, bears according to their traditions this great island on his back,



and also because he is amphibious, and can live both on land and in the water, which neither of the
heads of the other tribes can do.

Each tribe of the Lenape recognized a chieftain, called sachem, and by common and ancient
consent, the chief selected from the turtle totem was head chief of the whole Lenape nation. It was
therefore, with the Unamis and their chief that William Penn dealt for the land ceded him in the deed
of July 15, 1682. This deed was for the lands between the falls of Delaware and Nehammonys Creek
which includes most of southeastern Pennsylvania. The deed was confirmed by William Penn on Oc-
tober 24, 1682. Later purchases in the southeastern corner of Pennsylvania, which may have included
Upper Saucon, took place in 1683, 1684, 1718, 1732 and 1737. Of special interest to our area is the
purchase of September 7, 1732. With this deed, the Unami chief Sassoonan or Allumapees sold all the
lands between “Lechay” (Lehigh) and “Kekachtenemin Hills” (Kittatinny or Blue Mountains) on the
north, to the branches of the Delaware on the east and the waters falling into the Susquehanna on the
west. This purchase by the proprietors included all the Lehigh Valley to the Lebanon Valley. The
price paid to the Indians was as follows: 20 brass kettles, 100 coats of 2 yards each, 100 duffels 2 yards
each, 100 blankets, 100 yards of half tick (half linen), 60 linen shirts, 20 hats, 6 made coats, 12 pair
of shoes and buckles, 30 pair of stockings, 300 lbs. of gunpowder, 600 lbs. of lead, 20 fine guns, 12
gun locks, 50 tomahawks or hatchets, 50 planting hoes, 120 knives, 60 pair of scissors, 100 tobacco
tongs (bunches?), 24 looking glasses 40 tobacco boxes, 1000 flints, 5 Ibs. of paint, 24 dozens of gar-
tering, 6 dozens of ribbons, 12 dozen rings, 200 awls (used to sew moccassins, etc.), 100 lbs. of to-
bacco, 400 pipes, 20 gallons of rum, 50 Ibs. in money and 4 dozen Jews harps.

At first, the Indians did not realize that they were relinguishing their lands by selling them, and
later they were powerless to stop the process of the white man’s permanent settlement in the area.
Although William Penn respected Indian right of domain and extinguished it only by purchase, his
purpose still was to “plant a country”. Therefore, he encouraged the immigration of British and other
European farmers and merchants, offering them land on easy terms and promising them religious
and political freedom. In the face of this colonial expansion, the Delawares began a movement of
withdrawal from this area after the middle of the seventeenth century and like other Indian nations
were in time dispersed throughout various parts of the west and Canada.

It creates a feeling of sadness to know that the grandson of William Penn, John Penn, who
became Governor of Pennsylvania in 1763, in the city of brotherly love itself, in July, 1764, offered, by
proclamation the following bounties:

For the Capture, or Scalps, and Death of Indians

For every male above the age of ten years, captured $150
For every male above the age of ten years, scalped (being killed) $130
For every Indian female and every male, under the age of ten years, captured $130
For every female above the age of ten, scalped, being killed $50
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ROADS

by Anneliese Adenstedt

The earliest “road” that ran through the township was an Indian trail, known as the Minsi or
Minisink Trail. It began at the Delaware north of Philadelphia, entered the Lehigh Valley along the
course of the Saucon Creek, and then led on through Nazareth to Wind Gap.

It is very difficult to recognize local roads after so many years. Therefore, only some of the more
important roads will be discussed. A map in the Lehigh County Historical Society Proceedings, v. 18,
1950, shows an early road in 1738 coming from Philadelphia and dividing at Center Valley, one
branch going to Allentown and the other to Bethlehem. The road entering the township on the
Lehigh Mountain near Lanark, passing Lanark and Heller’s tavern to a point near the residence of
William P. Weidner, and thence (turning right) to Locust Valley was opened in 1750. It also went
straight ahead to Center Valley (todays Lanark and Blue Church roads). The road from Céoper-
sburg to Bethlehem, via Center Valley, Friedensville and Colesville was opened in 1755. The road
from Friedensville to Limeport via Heller’s tavern in 1773. In 1795, the Bethlehem road was relocated
so that it no longer followed the Saucon to its mouth, but passed through Coopersburg, Center
Valley, and over South Mountain to the site of the Old Crown Inn, which a year earlier had been con-
verted into a farmhouse. Also, at the end of the 18th century the number of dirt roads connecting
farms and villages increased.

Throughout most of the 19th century we see an extension of turnpikes. The turnpike companies
were chartered by state legislature and they defrayed their costs by charging tolls. In 1805, the
Springhouse and Bethlehem Turnpike Company took over and improved the Bethlehem Road. The
Allentown and Coopersburg turnpike road was chartered in 1874, and opened for travel in 1875. It
followed the course of the old Philadelphia road with a few minor changes. There were four toll gates,
one at Coopersburg, one at Center Valley, one at Mountainville and one at South Allentown. This
road was not very popular with most farmers because of the heavy toll. The fare from below Center
Valley for a 2 horse team was 20 cents, for a carriage, 22 cents; 1 horse team (heavy), 12 cents; 1
horse and buggy, 16 cents.

Stock subscription books were opened by the Springhouse, Allentown and Bethlehem Turnpike
Company in Philadelphia at the Coffee House; in Montgomery Square at the inn of John Weber; in
Bucks County at the inn of Samuel Sellers; in Lehigh County at the hotel of Joseph Frey; in Allen-
town at the hotel of George Savitz, and in Bethlehem at the hotel of Joseph Rice. The books remained
open there daily for a period of six days. One or several of the following turnpike company com-
missioners were on hand at the above places:

William Tilghman Andreas Schlichter
Peter Kneply John Roberts

Evan Jones Silas Hough

John Weber Samuel Sellers
James Greenleaf Abraham Rinker
Joe Hartzel Philip Wind
George Huber Owen Rice

William Green

In 1903, the Pennsylvania Department of Highways was organized and began constructing
macadam roads. About the same time, the state began taking over the turnpikes. In 1207, the
Bethlehem Pike was condemned by court and passed to the control of the county. Three years later
the Coopersburg Pike met the same end. In 1921 the federal system of highways was created, and
within a few years U.S. 309 was constructed. It took the place of the old Coopersburg Pike.
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ORIGINAL TITLES

by Fran Petro and Ruby Reinik

s

In doing any type of research ------ on a family geneology, the history of a village or township, the
ownership of a historical building or landmark, the very first thing that everyone wants to know is
...... HOW OLD IS IT? This is a difficult question to answer: first, are we talking about when the
property was first acquired? or, are we considering when the first building was erected on the prop-
erty? or, perhaps we are interested in when the first person actually improved the property? Most
people tend to believe that the earliest date on a deed records the age of the building currently on that
particular piece of property; unfortunately, this is usually not true.

Since the areas that were settled first usually offer additional information on the stages of
development within an area, we are presenting the history of the Original Tracts of Land Grants
within the Township in two stages: first, we are listing the tracts in sequence based on the dates that
the warrants were issued; and, secondly, we will list them in numerical order in an attempt to
facilitate easier location on the Map showing the grants. For additional information also included in
this chapter is a Census Map of the Township showing the location, by family name, of the owners of
property in 1862 and again another Map showing owner location done in 1876. The land grant in-
formation is based on an accumulation of data presented in all three published histories on Upper
Saucon Township.

Before proceeding further with the land grants, we would like to present additional background
information. Prior to 1752, this area was a part of Bucks County. On the 11th day of March, in 1752,
Governor James Hamilton signed the bill making a new County — that of Northampton — out of
part of Bucks County.

The Assembly did not name this new county; Thomas Penn in a letter to Deputy Governor
Hamilton in 1751 had indicated “Whenever there is a new county, it shall be called Northampton.”
Thomas’s daughter had just married Lord Pomfret and he lived in Northamptonshire. In 1812 a por-
tion of Northampton County was disected into a new County, that of Lehigh. Each time a division
into a new county occurred, boundary lines were modified. The last boundary change made to Upper
Saucon Township was on May 5, 1838, when the boundaries of Salisbury and Upper Saucon were
corrected and legally fixed.

As a convenience, the first group of original titles presented have the names of the signers of the

township organization (March of 1743) italicized; you will note that, in many instances, they often
owned more than one tract of land. It was a common practice for the early settlers to choose the best
land available; then, if at a later time additional land became available, they would 'procure it for
their increasing family.
.~ Initially, when a settler decided on a particular parcel of land, he would apply for a warrant
from the Proprietors of the State via their agents. This warrant implied a desire to purchase the prop-
erty in the future for a set sum. If, after a number of years, the settler was able to accumulate the
desired sum of money, the land was then patented to him. Included in this transaction was a 6%
allowance . . . .. by this means the settler received, for example, 106 acres instead of 100 acres . . . . .
to allow for future road expansions. It should also be noted that many a settler lived on the property
for as long as 10 years before applying for a warrant.

One last point . . . . . in reading through the original titles you will oft times come across the
statement that a house is built on the site of the original settlers claim; this means that an earlier
building (in most cases a small, log structure) had previously occupied the site and had been replaced
by a newer structure.




DATE of
ORIGINAL TRACT

1682 — August 23
1682 — March 13*
1700 — December 12
1718 — (or earlier)
1729 — April 16
1730 — March b
1731

1732 — January 30
1734 — June 8

1734 — October 23
1734 — November 9

1735 — March 17
1735 — October 31
1735

1785

1736

1737 — January 4

1737 — January 9
1787 — May 24

1737 — September 27
1737

1737

1738 — February 20
1738 — February 20

1738 — June 26

1738 — July 28

1738 — September 13
1738 — October 4
1738 — October 27

1738
1739 — March 5
1739 — June 8

1789 — August 11
1739 — November 7
1740 — January 21
1740

1740

*The apparent discrepancy in these dates is accounted for by the fact that the legal year of England then began on March 25t

TRACT NO.

26 and 42
26 and 42
26 and 42
38 and 118
38 and 118
38 and 118
38 and 118

94
40
44
29

25
67
54
95
12
90

140

94

89, 106, and 108
14

46, 47, 48, and 49

41
85

58

111 and 112
60 and 92
43

27

117

38 and 118
114

30, 28, and 20
86, 87, and 88
55

9

31

23rd of August occurred before the 13th of March.

SOLD TO

Matthew Marks
Richard Haynes, Jr.
Haynes’ Heirs
Penn’s Grandsons
William Penn**
William Allen

Philip Geissinger & John

Reezer
Casper Wistar
Christian Newcomer
John Burk
Henry Keiber (alias
Geber)
Owen Owen
Samuel Newcomer
William Morry
George Bachman
Henry Rumfield
John Rothrock (later
Henry Weber)
Conrad Walb
George Zewitz
Valentine Young
George Morsteller
John Tool
Valentine Steinmetz
Michael Weaver
(Weber?)
Benedict Gehman
John Apple
Richard Thomas
Joseph Samuels
Owen Owen
John Yoder
WilliamAllen

George Strahan (George

Trohn?) ¥**

John Pugh

Henry Weber
William Morry

Carl Lutwich Keiper
John Thomas

**The William referred to is the brother of Springet Penn; grandsons of William Penn.

***Later to Peter Hillegass, date unknown.

SOLD BY

William Penn
Matthew Marks
Estate of Haynes
William Penn
Springet Penn
William Penn**

William Allen
Proprietors

Thomas Penn
Proprietors

”

”

Casper Wistar
Proprietors
Proprietors

William Penn**

Proprietors

1

h; hence, the




1740 120 and 121 Tobias Bahl
1741 — January 2 60 and 92 Thomas Blackledge
(alais Blockley) Richard Thomas
1741 — April 1 17 Owen Owen ”
1741 — April 1 53 Christian Menter ?
1741 — May9 50 William Morry Proprietors
1741 — October 19 68 Samuel Newcomer ”
1742 — January 10 8,22, 10, and 21 Samuel Everard Kop,
Peter Marstellar, and
Philip Geissinger ”
1742 — February 14 115 Christian Rinker ”
1742 — February 25 36 Balthauser Beil ”
1742 — June 3 6 Thomas Mayberry**** ”
1742 — June 22 37 Rev. John Justus Jacob
Berkenstock "
1742 — December 18 29 Henry Taylor Henry Keiber (Geber)
1742 — 45 David Owen Proprietors
1742 34 George Bachman "
1742 35 George Reinhard v
1743 — February 22 135 John Miller ”
....................... March, 1743 . . . . . . Upper Saucon Organized into a Township . . . ..
1743 — March 22 58 Balthauser Beil and
Samuel Newcomer Benedict Gehman
1743 — March 29 53 William Morry Christian Menier
1743 — June 23 26 and 42 Joseph Samuels Haynes’ Heirs
1743 — July 4 26 David Owen Joseph Samuels
1743 — July 4 42, Southern Half Isaac Samuels Joseph Samuels
1744 — January 24 103 and 104 Philip Trapp Proprietors
1744 93 Andrew Wint "
1745 74 Balthausar Beil ”
1745 32 Peter Marsteller Proprietors
1746 — February 3 33 William Petz ”
1746 — May 14 113 Henry Cressman ”

1746 — October 13
1747 — November 23

1747 — November 23
1747

1748 — December 9
1748

1749 — February 10
1749 — March 2
1749 — July 20

1749 — December 21
1750 — May 21

65, 71,72, and 73

42 — Northern
Half

43

105

125

4

5and 19
2

1

80

24

Peter Messemer and
Jacob Lodwig

Henry Brunner
Henry Brunner
Erasmus Boschius
Jacob Zewitz
Frederick Derfinger
David Owen

John Elfree

John Koehler
Anthony Boehm
Jacob Bachman

****ddam Warner may have owned this tract prior to Mayberry's occupancy.

Joseph Samuels
Joseph Samuels
Proprietors




1750 — August 7
1750 — September 14
1750

1752 — May 10

1752 — September 20
1752 — November 10
1753 — December 20
1754 — January 4
1754 — March 16
1758 — April 24

1759 — November 19
1760 — January 8
1763 — June 2

1764 — December 22
1769 — December 13
1788 — April 12
1789 — April 11
1789 — November 23
1790 — January 25
1794 — February 11
1809 — January 24
1811 — September 9

7

8,22, 10, and 21
3

16

44

18

38, 28, and 20
69

56

140

17

25
65,71,72,and 73

135
27
4
18
2
16
24
7
116

Valentine Sherrer
Philip Geissinger
Frederick Gardner
Thomas Owen
Michael Seider
Thomas Owen
Abraham Danahower
John Newcomer
Balthauser Beil
Philip Geissinger
Christopher Hansel
Christopher Hansel
Andrew Wint

John Yoder

David Owen

Daniel Smith
Mathias Egner
George Dutt

Mathias Egner

Philip Sharry

Conrad Miller

John Butz (Alias Pitz)

2

Kop & Marstellar
Proprietors

John Burk
Proprietors |
John Pugh '
Proprietors

Proprietors

Walb’s Heirs

David Owen

David Owen

Peter Messemer and

Jacob Lodwig

John Miller

Owen Owen

Fred Derfinger

Thomas Owen

John Elfree

Thomas Owen

Jacob Rachman

Valentine Sherrer

John Pugh

NOTE: All of the titles from this point on did not carry dates; however, we are listing them in the
same sequence as the books in the event that they had been listed in a chronological order.

102
127 and 128
91
130 and 133
129
122
49
96
97
98
187
119
11
13
15
23
39
52
57
59
61
62

63

Matheis Otto
Jacob Gongwer
Ludwig Bush
Adam Kurtz
John Philip Flexer
John Rothrock
John Tool

John Adam Stout
George Bachman
Cornelius Crump
Christian Fry
John Yoder
George Bachman
George Bastian
Jacob Kebler
George Bachman
George Bachman
Adam Romich
Henry Bachman
Henry Bachman
Peter Rhinehardt
Lutheran Congregation of
Upper Saucon
William Schaffer

10

Proprietors




64 William Morry

66 Balthauser Beil "
70 Balthauser Beil ”
75 Peter Messemer ”
76 Henry Weaver "
77 Henry Weaver ”
78 Henry Weaver ”
79 Francis Hartman ”
81 Henry Geissinger ”
82 Anthony Boehm ”
83 Anthony Boehm ”
84 Anthony Boehm "
90 George Bechtel "
100 Jacob Weaver ”
101 Andrew Geissinger ”
107 Christian Fox ”
109 Bastian Nave ?
110 Melchior Baer ”
116 Adam Romich ”
123 Peter Bower ?
126 Jacob Landis ”
131 Jacob Weaver ”
132 Henry Rinker ”
134 Daniel Kiever ”
136 Peter Mosteller ”
138 Christian Smith ?
139 Adam Romich ”
141 John Apple ”
142 Leonard Boydelman ”
143 Jacob Bachman ”
144 Peter Cortz ?

ORIGINAL TITLES

No. 1

No. 2

On July 20, 1749, a warrant was issued to John Koehler, in pursuance of which there was
patented to him, January 12, 1760, a tract of 140 Acres. Owned in 1884 by Jacob Reinbold,
Charles Shuler, Sebastian Wolf, George Walters, Ambrose Trumbauer, and Charles
Daubert and being located in the northwestern section along the base of the Lehigh Moun-
tain and up to the top. Owned in 1914 by Wilman Reinbold, Charles Shuler, Harvey
Woodring, F. Newhard, Myron Schantzenbach, A. W. Trumbauer, and John Karness.
(This section is along Vera Cruz Road in the Cozy Corner area.)

On March 2, 1749, a warrant was issued to John Elfree for a tract the extent of which can-
not now be ascertained, but in pursuance of which a tract of 58 Acres, designated as “DUT-
TSBURG” was patented to George Dutt on November 23, 1789. Owned in 1884 by John
Christ, George Walters, and Sares Bachman. Owned in 1914 by Hiram Koch, Charles
Bachman, and Frederick Newhard. (This section is along Vera Cruz Road in the Cozy Cor-
ner area.) :

About 1750, Frederick Gardner first occupied a tract of unknown extent, but the lands of
Anthony Groff and Edwin Clewell (in 1914) are known to be part of it. In 1884 this land
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No. 4

No. b

No. 6

No. 7

No. 8

was occupied by Absolam Sell and Philip Meitzler. (This section lies between Vera Cruz
Road and Limeport south of Cozy Corner.)

About 1748, Frederick Derfinger first occupied a tract of 180 acres, patented April 12,
1788, to Daniel Smith. In 1884 this property was owned by Rev. A. E. Erdman, the heirs of
Henry Erdman, Sr. (deceased), and the heirs of Abraham Heller (deceased). In 1914 this
was owned by George Schrammel, the heirs of Henry Erdman (deceased) and John
Yoachim . . . . approximately 40 Acres of this tract lies in Upper Milford. (The tract is
located between the two branches of the Saucon Creek, between Vera Cruz Road and
Limeport Pike.)

On February 10, 1749, warrants were issued to David Owen, in pursuance of which there
was patented to him December 13, 1769, one tract of 64-1% acres, designated as “PER-
PLEXITY”, owned in 1884 by J. F. Matts, C. B. Kemmerer, and the heirs of Abraham
Heller (deceased). In 1914 this property was owned by John Yoachim, A. P. Shaffer, and
Llewellyn H. Bitting. The other tract, of 49 acres, was owned in 1884 by Peter Hottle and
Solomon B. Reinhard; in 1914 it was owned by A. S. Ohl and the estate of Solomon B.
Reinhard. (The later tract of land extends into Limeport; the larger tract consists of the
area around the Limeport Pike where Dennis Trexler’s farm is located.)

On June 3, 1742, a warrant was issued to Thomas Mayberry in pursuance of which there
was patented to him, December 928th of the same year, a tract of 208-1% acres. Adam War-
ner seems to have had some title to the tract prior to Mayberry’s occupancy of it, “probably
a warrant which he allowed to lapse.” The first residence on this tract stood on the site now
occupied by the residence of William D. Dillinger, but whether erected by Mayberry or
Adam Warner cannot now be ascertained. The tract is owned, in 1884, by William D.
Dillinger, Joseph Wittman, Mrs. John A. Beck, Harrison Dubbs, Mrs. Jacob Bowman,
David Fink, Charles T. Ott, Charles N. Bitting, Thomas K. Ott, and Thomas Shaffer. In
1914 the tract was owned by John Yoachim, William Miller, Lizzie Clader, Mrs. Henry

Fink, Victor Cressman, C. W. Shaffer, L. J. Shaffer, Frank Schlener, the Gideon Roth.

estate, the Peter H. Trexler estate and Raymond Ritter. The sites of the village of Limeport
and Dillinger’s school-house are on this tract.

On August 7, 1750, a warrant was issued to Valentine Sherrer, in pursuance of which there
was patented to Conrad Miller, January 24, 1809, a tract of 59-1% acres, designated as
«“Millerstown”, owned in 1884 by the heirs of Peter Shaffer (deceased). Owned in 1914 by
Raymond Ritter. (This would encompass the area currently occupied by the convalescent
home close to St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church.)

On January 10, 1742, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to Samuel
Everard Kop, Peter Marsteller, and Philip Geissinger, in pursuance of which there were
surveyed to Kop one tract of 134-34 acres and another of 36 acres; to Marsteller one of 90-
34 acres; and to Geissinger one of 92-14 acres; but Kop and Marsteller failing to comply
with the terms of their warrants they became void, when another warrant was issued to
Geissinger for the four tracts, amounting to 284 acres; these were confirmed to him by
patent September 14, 1750. Owned, in 1884, by Cornelius Weierbach, Ephraim Groman,
Addison Groman, Elias Shaffer, John Walter, Charles Walter, Jacob Seidel, Adam
Brinker, John Youndt, and Isaac Person. The first dwelling on this tract was erected by
Samuel Everard Kop, on the site of the present residence of Cornelius Weierbach. In 1914
the owners were Mark Rubhe, Martin Simon, James Schnable, Oscar Young, Charles
Walter, Jacob Seidel, Tilghman Kline, John Gaul and George Bienking. Albert Ohl’s
History, written in 1946 indicated that Ruhe was living in the Weierbach residence; Wasil
Canarios was living in Ephraim Groman’s; J. Schnable’s estate owned the Addison Groman
property; Paul and Oscar Young owned the Elias Shaffer property; Harkon Kemmerer
had the John Walter property. (This tract covers Blue Church Road West, between the

Church and Limeport.)
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About 1740, Carl Lutwich Keiper first occupied a tract of about 200 acres, owned in 1884
by Isaac Neimeyer, Joshua Horlocher, Jesse Weiss, Andrew Walter, and G. W. Brinker.
This tract was owned, in 1914, by Wilman Keck, Owen Engleman, Charles Miller, C. R.
Groman, Mrs. Fred Jordan, Oscar Young and Mrs. Henry Fink, a part of the tract falls in
Lower Milford. (Occupies the lower end of Blue Church Road towards Limeport.)

(Refer to Tract No. 8) (Covers Chestnut Hill Road beyond the intersection, on the North
Side.)

Only available information is that George Bachman owned this tract. (The tract is in the
area of the Chestnut Hill Road intersection on the South side of theroad . . . . . . the area
includes the Southern Lehigh Library).

About 1736 a warrant was issued to Henry Rumfield, in pursuance of which there was
patented to him soon after a tract of 200 acres, owned in 1884 by Dr. H. T. Trumbauer,
Charles Moyer, Tilghman Weaver, Solomon Hottle, Laurentus Weaver and David Binder.
It was owned, in 1914, by Mrs. Newton Young, William Weaver, Harry Lambert, Frank
Binder, Mrs. John H. Stroud, and L. W. Weaver. (Beverley Hill Road)

It is known that George Bastian owned the property. (Locust Valley Road)

About 1787, George Morsteller had issued to him a warrant, in pursuance of which, there
was patented to him, March 25, 1740, a tract of 200 acres the property of Daniel Dubbs,
Daniel Egner, Benjamin Rothrock, Thomas Shaffer, and Mrs. Mahlon Huber in 1884. It
was further occupied by the village of Locust Valley. In 1914 the property was owned by
Edwin S. Kuhns, Deborah Beichlag and Elmer Carl.
Jacob Kebler owned this tract. (The area encompassing Vera Cruz Road along the boun-
dary of Salisbury Township.)

On May 10, 1752, a warrant was issued to Thomas Owen, in pursuance of which there was
patented to Mathias Egner, January 25, 1790, a tract of 39 acres, designated as “GAUL",
owned in 1884 by Owen Bitting, Lavinus Bitting, Amandas Erney, and F. T. Jobst. This
tract was owned by E. D. Jeans, Edward M. Smith, Theodore Gesner, and the Iobst estate
in 1914, Ohl’s History indicates that the Iobst land is still woodland in the 1944’s. (This sec-
tion lies between Vera Cruz Road and the Salisbury Township Boundary.)

On April 1, 1741, a warrant was issued to Owen Owen, by virtue of which there was sur-
veyed to his son, Thomas Owen, a tract of 90 acres. This was conveyed by him to
Christopher Hansel, to whom it was patented November 19, 1759. The tract is now owned,
1884, by Charles B. Egner, Owen Bitting, Monroe Reinhold, Mrs. Charles Kidd, John
Trexler, and Edwin Bitting. In 1914 it was owned by Charles B. Egner, E. D. Jeans,
Theodore Gesner, A. W. Trumbauer, Alvin Kehm and Peter H. Ohl. (Vera Cruz Road
east of Cozy Corner around intersection at Groff’s.)

On November 10, 1752, a warrant was issued to Thomas Owen, in pursuance of which
there was patented to Mathias Egner, April 11, 1789, a tract of 85 acres owned, in 1884, by
Charles H. Erdman, Edwin Bitting, and John J. Trexler. This property was owned, in
1914, by O. G. Erdman, Peter H. Ohl, Alvin Kehm, Jacob Sell, and Frank B. Heller. (This
tract lies between the 2 branches of the Saucon Creek between Chestnut Hill Road and
Cozy Corner Road.)

Refer to Tract No. 5 (Section is on the Limeport Highway around the Standard area.)

On August 11, 1739, warrants were issued to John Pugh for 350 acres of land, one tract of
116 acres, and another of 34 acres, which were patented to Abraham Danahower, Decem-
ber 30, 1753. In 1884, the 116 acre tract was owned by the heirs of Abraham Heller
(deceased), Ephraim Weaver, and James Giess; in 1914 it was owned by Frank B. Heller,
John Mock, and Charles E.- Weaver. It is further occupied by Seider’s School House.

The 34 acre tract was owned, in 1884, by James Giess and J. Adam Egner. In 1914 John
Mock and Horace C. Shaffer owned the 34 acres. The remaining 200 acres, designated as
“HICKORY DALE", were patented to John Bitz, alias Pitz, September 9, 1811 and in 1884
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No. 22
No. 23
No. 24

No. 25

No. 26

No. 27

No. 28
No. 29

were owned by Harrison Dubbs, Peter Trexler, Edward Bitting, J. Adam Egner, James
Giess, Charles R. Weaver, Wendle Simon, Manasses Rice, and John Youndt. The Peter H.
Trexler estate, Frank Schlener, William Kies, H. C. Shaffer, John Mock, Harvey Yoder, E.
Z. Young, John Gaul, and the Wendle Simon estate owned this tract in 1914. (This section
is along Chestnut Hill Road and the Standard Area towards the intersection with Blue
Church Road.)

Refer to Tract No. 8. (This is the Chestnut Hill Road towards Blue Church Road.)

Refer to Tract No. 8. (This is the Chestnut Hill Road toward Apple Butter Road.)

This tract was owned by George Bachman. (It is along Blue Church Road.)

On May 21, 1750 a warrant was issued to Jacob Bachman, in pursuance of which there was
patented to Philip Sharry, February 11, 1794, a tract of 71-14 acres, designated as
“PHILIPSBURG”, owned, in 1884, by Henry Wieder; owned, in 1914, by Elias Walb.
(This includes the cross roads at Chestnut. Hill Road and Vera Cruz Road towards the
mountain.)

On March 17, 1785, a warrant was issued to Owen Owen for a tract of land situated near
the head of the “Soccung” Creek. In pursuance of this warrant there was patented, Sep-
tember 26, 1735, to the said Owen a tract of 100 acres. After the death of Owen the tract
came into the possession of his son, David, who conveyed it to Christopher Hansel, January
8, 1760. Hansel was the first to erect a dwelling thereon, which he did on the site occupied
by the mansion house of Charles Kidd in 1884 ; the same propefty occupied by James Kidd
in 1914. The balance of the tract was owned, in 1884, by Charles B. Egner, Mrs. William
Guth, and the heirs of Abraham Heller (deceased). The tract in 1914 was possessed by
James Kidd, Charles B. Egner, W. H. Knappenberger, Theodore Gessner and the heirs of
Abraham Heller, (deceased). (This section would cover the area from the crossroads at
Vera Cruz Road and Chestnut Hill to the crossroads of Limeport Pike and Chestnut Hill
Road.)

On July 4, 1748, Samuels conveyed the tract designated on his deed as No. 1 to David Owen
of Philadelphia, who established his residence on the farm now of Frank B. Heller (1914).
A large part of this tract too, might be said to have remained in the family ever since. Paul
Heller, grandfather of Frank B., having purchased it from his step-daughter, Elizabeth
Owen, a great-granddaughter of David Owen. In 1884, the tract was owned by the heirs of
Abraham Heller (deceased), the heirs of Isaac Mast (deceased), John Brinker, G. W.
Brinker, Jacob M. Erdman, Charles H. Erdman, and Peter Hottel. By 1914 the tract was
owned by Frank B. Heller, William Mast, H. T. Erdman, O. G. Erdman, Augustus S. Ohl,
J. M. Erdman, Alfred A. Sell, Henry Shiffert, and W. N. Simon. Ohl’s history indicates
that William Brinker was a school teacher who became known as Squire Brinker. (This
tract incorporated Seider’s School House and the intersection of Chestnut Hill Road and
Limeport Pike.) (SEE NOTES ON TRACT NO. 42 FOR ADDITIONAL IN-
FORMATION.)

On October 27, 1738, a warrant was issued to Owen Owen, by virtue of which there was
patented, December 18, 1769, to his son, David Owen, a tract of 45-1% acres, designated as
“PATIENCE”, and adjoining No. 1, of the Haynes tracts, “heretofore referred to as having
been purchased by him of Joseph Samuels”. In 1884, the tract was included in the farms of
Jacob M. Erdman, Abraham Heller (deceased), Charles H. Erdman, Peter Hottel, and J.
Adam Egner. The tract, in 1914, included the farms of Jacob M. Erdman, Frank B. Heller,
O. G. Erdman, A. S. Ohl, and Horace C. Shaffer. (This section goes up Chestnut Hill
Road on the other side of the Limeport Pike around, and including, the Standard School
area.) N

(See note on No. 20.) This tract covers the same area as Tract No. 27.)

On November 9, 1734, a warrant was issued to Henry Keiber, alias, Geber, in pursuance of
which there was surveyed to him a certain tract of land situated on “Saccoon Creek”, and
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on the 7th of December, 1739, another warrant issued to him for another tract, adjoining
the above, but he failing to comply with the terms of his warrants, the land was forfeited to
the proprietaries, who caused another warrant, bearing date December 18, 1742, to be
issued to Henry Taylor for the 2 tracts. In pursuance of this latter warrant there was paten-
ted to Taylor, June 20, 1743, a tract of 227-1% acres. Fully one-half of the tract remained in
the family, “though under the name of Schneider”, until quite recently. It was owned, in
1884, by David Schneider, William H. Walbert, and Charles B. Egner. The first residence
on the tract was erected on the site of that now occupied by Charles B. Schneider, on the
farm of David Schneider, but whether erected by Keiber, or Taylor, cannot now be ascer-
tained. Ohl's History of 1944 indicated that Preston Lichtenwalter, currently Lloyd
Lichtenwalter, was living on this site. In 1914 the tract was owned by James Lichtenwalner,
Charles B. Egner, William H. Walbert, Stephens and Slough, and Paul Mattes. (This tract
lies to the east of Chestnut Hill Road from the border of the Township towards Limeport
Pike and includes Groff’s, Solty’s and the intersection.)

(Refer to the note on Tract No. 20.) (This tract covers the same area as Tract No. 29 but
comes over to Limeport Pike; it includes the new development — Mountain Green which is
on the Wagner (Elmer Wagner's parents’ Farm.)

About 1740 a warrant was issued to John Thomas for 200 acres owned, in 1884, by Isaac
Mast (deceased), Zebulon Stephens, Peter M. Sell, and Isaac Zeiner. This tract, in 1914,
comprised the properties of William Mast, S. L. Stephens, Thomas P. Sell, Clayton De
Witt, and Christian Bailer. (This tract runs along Hopewell Road from the area of the
school to and including P. W. Sales and includes the area covered by Weintraub'’s property
back to the school.)

About 1745 Peter Marsteller drew a warrant in pursuance of which there was surveyed to
him soon after a tract of 86 acres, owned in 1884 by John Giess, O. S. Reinhard, and Fran-
cis Brinker. Owned in 1914 by John Kropf, John Pospischilla, and Ezekiah Brinker. (This
section lies between Hopewell Road and Spring Drive half way between AppleButter Hill
and Lanark Road.)

On February 3, 1746, a warrant was issued to William Pitz, in pursuance of which there
was patented to his son, Henry Pitz, May 2, 1788, a tract of 119-1% acres, designated as
“PITZBURG”, owned, in 1884, by James Reinhard, George Brinker, Peter M. Sell, Daniel
Mory, and Ephraim Geissinger. In 1914 the owners were Steve Sabler, William Schlosser,
A. A. Sell, and George Schmelzer. Ohl’s book lists the owners as John Wolfer, John Knopf
(formerly George Brinker), Peter M. Sell (this part is still woodland), Alvin Vanim (this
used to be Daniel Morey's place — later, Francis Reinhard). (This section lies south and
east of the intersection of Chestnut Hill Road and AppleButter Hill, along AppleButter
Hill south towards the Blue Church.)

About 1742 a warrant was issued to George Bachman in pursuance of which there was sur-
veyed to him a tract of 40 acres, owned, in 1884, by Thomas Brunner, Elias Shaffer, and
Charles Moyer. Owned, in 1914, by Frank Kiess, Oscar Young, and Harry Cramer. (This
section would lie to the west of AppleButter Hill between the intersection with Chestnut
Hill and the Blue Church.)

About 1742 a warrant was issued to George Reinhard, in pursuance of which there was
patented to him November 10, 1762, a tract of 162 acres, owned in 1884 by Jacob H.
Solliday, William H. Snyder, and Ephraim Geissinger. Owned, in 1914, by Norman J.
Reinhard, Mrs. Elizabeth Yellis and Genaah Jordan. Ohl lists the ownership of this tract as
being the Blue Church Apple Orchards, LaBoutelier, proprietor. (The tract lies on the
Northern side of Blue Church Road and includes the orchard and the Reinhard tract.)
On February 25, 1742, a warrant was issued to Christian Rinker, in pursuance of which
there was patented to him, November 29, 1758, a tract of 55-3 acres, owned in 1884 by
Sylvanus Fry, Benjamin Eisenhard, Addison Koch, and Abraham Yoder, Owned in 1914
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No. 38

No. 39
No. 40

No. 41

by Henry Hersh, Menno Huber, Reuben Huber, and John Mumbauer. (Tract covers the
Blue Church Road from Ohl’s Lane to the top of the hill.)

On June 22, 1742, a warrant was issued to Rev. John Justus Jacob Berkenstock, in pur-
suance of which there was patented to his son-in-law, Peter Fuchs, March 1, 1775, a tract
designated as “FOXCRAFT”, and containing 110-34 acres. Berkenstock established his
residence near the site of the present residence (1884) of Peter B. Sell. In the 1914 history it
indicated that the site was occupied by Joseph E. Illick. In 1884 the balance of the tract was
owned by Peter B. Sell, Jacob Greenawalt, and Jordan and Brother. In 1914 the owners
were Joseph E. Illick, Jacob Greenawalt and Genaah Jordan. Ohl’s history added the
following information with reference to the original site of Berkenstock’s residence:

“Bergenstock established his residence near the site of the present residence of Enos Keeler;

other occupants of the tract were Jacob Greenewalt, Samuel Hartsanft, Henry Hersh estate,
Tony Maule. Bergenstock was a German Reformed minister, before the reformed
congregation joined with the Lutherans at the Blue Church (which was about 1803 or
1804), and services were held at his place. There is a graveyard on the place which in-
dicates that there were some funerals held there; the graveyard is in poor condition.” (The
tract starts at the top of the hill on Blue Church Road and lies between the Liberty Road
and Robin Lane areas.)

A short time before his death, in 1718, William Penn made his last will and testament, in
which, among many other bequests, he bequeathed to his grandsons: Springet Penn and
William Penn, each the quantity of 10,000 acres of land, to be allotted and set out in some
proper and beneficial places in the province of Pennsylvania. On April 16, 1729, Springet
Penn conveyed his title to these lands to his brother, William, who soon after conveyed his
title to all to William Allen, to whom a warrant, under date of March 5, 1730, was issued,
in pursuance of which the land was located and survyed to him, one tract of 372 acres and
another of 300 acres falling within the township. Allen soon after sold the greater part of
the 372 acre tract to Philip Geissinger, and the greater part of the 300 acre tract to John
Reezer, both to yield and pay to him, if lawfully demanded, a quit-rent of one pepper-corn
annually. The 372 acre tract, in 1884, was owned by the heirs of Andrew Bean (deceased),
Henry Bean, Jacob Detweiler, Jacob Greenawalt, Jessiah Klein, Reuben Opp, Owen Heller,
David Stover, Charles H. Blank, and Thomas Trumbore. It is further occupied by the new
cemeteries adjoining the Blue Church property. In 1914 this 372 acre tract was owned by
Henry Bean, Daniel Detweiler, Jacob Greenawald, Morris C. Schneck, S. L. Stephens, John
H. Stroud, F. C. Black, The Thomas Trumbore estate and the new cemeteries adjoining
the Blue Church Property. Ohl’s history further states that Jacob Detweiler’s property
became Dan Detweiler’s; Owen Heller’s became Sol Stephen’s farm ; David Stover became
the Stroud’s Mill property; Charles Blank became Frank Blank’s; and that Thomas Trum-
bore’s occupation was that of a blacksmith. The 300 acre tract was owned, in 1884, by Mr.
Roth, late Abraham Stauffer’s mill property, John Landis, Jacob Landis, John Yoder, and
Abel Strawn. A part of it is also embraced within the borough of Coopersburg. In 1914 the
tract was owned by A. F. Landis, John Jacoby, Sylvanus Landis, Harry Fehnel, Jessiah
Frantz, Oscar Landis, the P and R R. R. Company and part of Coopersburg. (The tract
includes everything along Glen Road and the Blue Church Area; then proceeds south
along old 309 and covers the area between Liberty Road and Mill Road.)

The tract belonged to George Bachman. (Blue Church area)

On June 8, 1734, a warrant was issued to Christian Newcomer, in pursuance of which there
was patented to him, May 8, 1738, a tract of 121-1% acres. Solomon Stephens, John C.
Newcomer, Lando K. Moyer, and Abraham Wimmer owned this tract in 1884; S. L.
Stephens, Monroe Wimmer, Jeremiah Wannemaker, and Miss McIntosh owned the tract in
1914. (The tract includes Blue Church Road towards Locust Valley.)

On February 20, 1738, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to Valentine
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Steinmetz, in pursuance of which there were patented to him, February 9, 1760, and at
various times thereafter, four adjoining tracts amounting to 313-34 acres. He established
his residence on the farm owned (in 1884) by the John H. Laubach estate. The tracts are
now owned (1884) by John H. Laubach, John G. Blank, Gideon Ritter, Abraham Blank,
and Jacob Blank. The owners, in 1914, were John H. Laubach estate, J. G. Blank estate,
Voortman Brothers, Harvey Minnich, Jacob Trapp and others. Ohl’s history indicates that
the John H. Laubach tract became John Reith'’s; John Blank’s became Mrs. Calvin Davis;
Gideon Ritter’s became John Voortman and Jacob Blank’s became Jacob Trapp’s and Tom
Beidler (deceased). (This tract includes the Vera Cruz road area around Voortman’s and
on the other side of the Golf Course . . . . . the east end.)

On the “three and twentieth” day of August, 1682. “William Penn, chief Proprietor and
Governor of “ye Province of Pennsylvania,” by Indentures of Lease and Release, conveyed
to Matthew Marks, of Folkstone, county of Kent, carpenter, the quantity of 5,000 acres of
land to be allotted and set out in said Province in accordance with the terms of said in-
dentures. On March 18, 1682 Marks conveyed his title to these lands to Richard Haynes, Jr.
of London, merchant”. These indentures were made in England, the land to be located
and surveyed thereafter. On December 12, 1700, a warrant was issued to the heirs of
Haynes, “who had died in the mean time”, in pursuance of which there was surveyed and
patented, to them in 1730, in the right aforesaid, the aforesaid quantity of land, three
tracts, of 150 acres each, of which were located on or near “Saucong” Creek.

On June 23, 1743 the heirs of Haynes for the consideration of E220, 17 shillings, conveyed
these 3 tracts to Joseph Samuels of Saucong Creek, joiner. He settled on the tract
designated in his deed as No. 2. “Northern half of No. 42", established his residence on the
site of the mansion house on the farm now belonging to (in 1884) David Horlacher: in
1914 this property was the Isaac B. Meyers estate; Ohl lists it as being Rev. Hibschman and
then Preston Lichtenwalter and Newberry Ulmer’s. Samuels lived there until November 23,
1747, when he conveyed it to Henry Brunner, of Oley, by whose descendants a part of it has
been held ever since, David Horlacher being a great-grandson of his. (Mrs. Isaac B. Meyers
was a great-great-granddaughter of Brunner’s.) The tract in 1884 was owned by David
Horlocher, Newberry Ulmer, Amos Heller, John G. Blank, and Charles T. Yeager. In 1914
it was owned by the Isaac B. Meyers estate, the John G. Blank estate, Newberry Ulmer, Ed-
ward Ulmer, and William Trumbore. Ohl's history indicates that the Amos Heller section
became Alton Knerr’s; John Blank’s became Mrs. Cal. Davidson; and Charles Yeagers was
a piece of meadow land. (This tract consists on the property on the west side of Lanark
Road starting south of Madle’s store down to Hopewell Road and includes part of the Golf
Course. It includes Franklin Lichtenwalner’s farm and the farms behind it.)

SOUTHERN HALF: On July 4, 1743 Samuels conveyed his remaining tract to his son,
Isaac, who established his residence on the farm now of Alfred A. Sell. The tract is now
owned (1884) by Peter M. Sell, Ephraim Weaver, Tilghman Smoyer, John G. Blank,
Theophilus Kemmerer, and Abner Gerhard. In 1914 the tract was owned by Alfred A. Sell,
Charles E. Weaver, William Moyer, William Cressman, Edward Ulmer, and the John G.
Blank estate.” Ohl's history indicates that the Sell property is now in the possession of
Thomas Sell, John Blank’s is now Mrs. Cal. Davidson’s ; and Gerhard’s property is the mill.
(This tract includes those houses back in the dirt lane, the first left after crossing the creek,
on the Limeport Pike opposite the Golf Course.)

On October 4, 17 38, a warrant was issued to Joseph Samuels for a tract of 92-14 acres, ad-
Joining No. 2 and No. $ of the tracts purchased by him from the heirs of Haynes; but he
not complying with the terms of the warrant it became void, and another was issued to
Henry Brunner, November 23, 1747, in pursuance of which the tract was patented to him
May 22, 1761. In 1884 this tract embraced the farms of David Horlocher, Newberry Ulmer,
and Peter Sell; in 1914 it embraced the farms of Isaac B. Meyers, Newberry Ulmer and
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Alfred A. Sell. Ohl’s history indicates the farm of Isaac B. Meyers was now occupied by
Rev. Hibschman and that of Alfred Sell by Thomas Sell. (This includes the farmhouses
and area behind the current Franklin Lichtenwalner farm at right angles to Lanark
Road.)

On October 23, 1734, a warrant was issued to John Burk for 150 acres but he did not com-
ply with its terms and it became void, and another warrant for the same tract was issued to
Michael Cyder, or Seider, in pursuance of which it was patented to him September 20,
1752. Burk had established his residence on the site of the present mansion-house on the
farm of Samuel Seider (deceased) ; he had also further improved the land, for all of which
Seider paid him a sum mutually agreed upon. The greater part of this tract has remained
in the Seider family ever since. In 1884 the tract was owned by the heirs of Samuel Seider
(deceased), the heirs of Abraham Rice (deceased), James Dotterer, John Beck, William
Weidner, Elias Nitrauer, and Peter Wittman. In 1914 the tract was owned by P. S. Fen-
stermaker, a lineal descendant of Michael Seider, Jacob Rice, Charles Schnell, Oliver
Schnell, the W. P. Weidner estate, and John Beck. Ohl’s history further explains that Percy
Fenstermaker’s mother was a Seider; Jacob Rice’s property was owned by Mary Stover Bit-
ner (this property now belongs to Walp); James Dotterer’s property is still owned by
Clarence Weidner; John Beck’s property is the empty log cabin behind Afton Village, and
Elias Nitrauer’s was Benny Wilson. (This tract encompasses the land on either side of
Lanark Road beginning at the intersection of Hopewell Road and continuing down to the
intersection with Blue Church Road. Brown’s house is the residence that Percey Fen-
stermaker lived in; the tract included the current development known as Afton Village;
Benny Wilson’s home was the stone house next to the Upper Saucon Volunteer Fire Com-
pany that was recently torn down; the Weidner estate refers to the area of Schnellman’s
Development.)

About 1742, a warrant was issued to David Owen, by virtue of which there was surveyed to
him soon after a tract of 150 acres, now owned by the heirs of Hon. Jacob Erdman
(deceased) . In 1914 the owners were C. J. and P. K. Erdman. The tract has been held by
the Erdman family about 165 years. Ohl'’s history expounds further: the tract was owned by
Enos Erdman, Constable and Preston Erdman, Max, and Constatine Erdman and later by
M. Herbert Biery, now Rodney Miller.

About 1737, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to John Tool, in pur-
suance of which there were patented to him about 1757 several adjoining tracts, amounting
to 370 acres, now owned by (1884) Absalom Miller (Tool established his residence on the
site of that now occupied by Miller.), Charles Wittman, Wainfield Stephens, William
Rothrock, J. Owen Reinhard, Abraham Blank, Thomas Berkenstock, and Mrs. Dillig. In
1914 the owners were Henry Boehmer, F.W.B. Wittman, Esq., W. S. Stephens, Edwin
Hartman, E. H. Wieder, Frank Weber, Harvey Minnich, J. R. Berkenstock, Morris Esterly
and others. Ohl’s history notes that James Berkenstock is living on his father’s place and
that he was 89 years of age in 1946; Abraham Blank’s property is now occupied by Milton
and Stella Minich, she is the widow of Harvey Minnich, John Song, Clint Trapp, Lloyd
Ohl, and Horace Ohl. (This section covers the northern section of Lanark Road beginning
at the intersection of Limeport Pike and covering property on both sides of the road up to
Wittman's corner; then proceeding west on Vera Cruz Road to Bergenstock’s.)

See notes on Tract No. 46. ’

See notes on Tract No. 46.

See notes on Tract No. 46.

On May 9, 1741, a warrant was issued to William Morry for a tract of 30 acres; this was
confirmed to him by Patent February 14, 1741 (note: the dates are as appears in the
history, it is not a typing error), and is now embraced in the farm of William Rothrock
(owned by Edwin Hartman in 1914). (This section covers the east side of Lanark Road
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from the intersection with Limeport Pike to Vera Cruz Road over to the present 309 By
Pass.) !

No. 51 ? (Tract is located along the top of South Mountain between Oakhurst and Colesville, close 1
to the boundary.)

No. 52 It is known that Adam Romich owned this tract. (The tract lies to the south of Tract No. i
51.) '

No.5%3 On April 1, 1741, a warrant was issued to Christian Menier for 137 acres; but he not com-
plying with its terms it became void, and another issued to Welliam Mory, March 29, 1743,
for the same tract. It was confirmed to him by patent February 14, 1744, and is now owned it
by the Elias Hellener estate. The tract remained in the Mory family from the date of its ’
patent until quite recently. (1914 history). In 1884 the tract was owned by William
Rothrock and the heirs of Solomon Mory (deceased). The first residence on this tract was
erected by Menier, on the site of the mansion house on the farm of the late Solomon Mory.
(Note: The Hellener family intermarried with the Mory family in the early 1800s . . . ex-
plaining their possession of this tract.) (The tract is located to the east of Lanark Road |
beginning at the Carmelite Convenant and includes Oakhurst.) f

No. 54  About 1735 a warrant was issued to Willlam Murry (Morry), in pursuance of which there
was patented to him soon after a tract of 315 acres on the Saucon Creek. He established his i
residence on the site now occupied by the tenant-house on the farm of Morgan Mory (a
direct descendant of his) . In 1884 the tract was owned by Morgan Mory, David Mory, Peter
Wittman, Jesse Rumfield, and Amos Heller. In 1914 the tract was owned by S. L. Stephens, il
Jonathan Haas, Lewis Trexler, Thomas D. Scholl, W. S. Stephens, William Trumbore and |
G. R. Heller. OhI’s History indicates that the tract was owned by Sunnyside, David Morey, f
Edwin Morey, Lewis and Homer Trexler and Alton Knerr. (This tract starts at the in- '
tersection of Lanark Road and the Limeport Pike going south across the Saucon Creek. It
includes the Brandis Home, Knerr’s Store, “Mory Winds”, Schlener’s house and goes east to
include the stone farmhouse known as Sunnyside, and Leroy Stahler’s property up to the
Oakhurst Development. ) i

No.55  OnjJanuary 21, 1740, a warrant was issued to Wielliam Morey, in pursuance of which there i
was patented to him February 14, 1744, a tract of 50 acres, owned in 1884 by Peter Witt- |
man. In 1914 this tract was owned by Lewis Trexler. (This tract is a narrow strip
paralleling Lanark Road from Hopewell Road across 309.)

No.56 On March 16, 1754, a warrant was issued to Balthauser Beil, in pursuance of which there
was confirmed to him by patent, May 25, 1765, a tract of 52 acres, now owned by Hiram
Yeager and Henry Yeager (1914). In 1886 this tract was owned by Charles T. Yeager.
(The tract is located on the southern side of the Creek along Camp Meeting Road.)

No. 57  This tract was owned by Henry Bachman. (The tract lies to the North of Center Valley be-
tween Lanark Road and Camp Meeting Road.)

No.58 On June 26, 1738, a warrant was issued to Benedict Caman (Gehman) for 100 acres of
land; but he not complying with its terms it became void, when another was issued to
Balthauser Beil for one-half of it, and one to Samuel Newcomer for the balance and an ad-
joing tract of 25 acres. These were patented to them March 22, 1743.

Beil’s tract is owned, in 1884, by William P. Weidner and the heirs of Daniel Buchecker
(deceased) . In 1914 it was owned by the W. P. Weidner estate and Jacob Buchecker.
Newcomer's tract was owned in 1884 by Amos Mory, Francis Bernd, and Monroe D. Weier-
bach. In 1914 the tract was owned by Mrs. Orlando Clauser, James Bahl, Frank Hartman
and others. Ohl’s history further expounds that Amos Mory’s property was now owned by
Gen. Buckley; Francis Bernd’s was now Mr. Lehr and Monroe Weirbach’s was now Leanna
Hartman Ohls and Mr. Carroll. (The tract includes the section on Lanark Road starting
with the Schnellman Development and continuing on Lanark Road to just short of the
junction with Route #309.)
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No. 59

No. 60

No. 61

No. 62

No. 63

No. 64

No. 65

No. 66

No. 67

The tract was owned by Henry Bachman. (This tract covers the hill above Center Valley
and includes the area where the present Jehovah’s Witness church is located.)

On September 13, 1738, a warrant was issued to Richard Thomas for 300 acres of land;
but he not complying with its terms it became void, and on January Z, 1741, another
warrant was issued to John Blackledge, alis Blockley, for the same tract, and an adjoining
one, — the two, upon being surveyed, amounting to 360 acres. These were patented to
Blackledge February 22, 1748. The first residence on the tract stood on the site of the
masionhouse on the farm of the late Andrew Wint. The tract was owned in 1884 by Charles
T. Yeager, Ambrose W. Reinhard, Abner Mory, Abraham Yoder, Charles Koons, Samuel
Kauffman, Edwin Erney, Mrs. Blank, Robert Ohl, and J. Trenkler. The two latter and the
Centre Valley schoolhouse are on the smaller tract. In 1914 the owners were the Thomas
Laubach estate, Mrs. A. W. Reinhard, W. E. Steinmetz, Abraham Yoder, John Laubach,
W. H. Wittmer, Amandas Lambert, Jonas Xander, Ammon Kratzer and Robert Ohl.
Ohl’s history adds further input on the first dwelling: the farm of Andrew Wint, long the
property of Adam Engler, later Milt Kleppinger (deceased) . Further, he stated that Abner
Mory's property was now owned by Danny Hartman; Abraham Yoder’s was now that of
Ed. Moyer; Charles Koons was now Amos Bader’s, Samuel Kauffman's was now Binder (a
real estate man), being known for a long time as the William Witmer farm. Mrs. Addie
Blank’s property was now Jimmy Stahler’s; Robert Ohl’s was now William H. and Jennie
Ohl; and Daniel Trenkler’s was now Victor Kratzer (the two latter and the Olde Stone
Center Valley Schoolhouse are on the smaller tract, more buildings since added. (The tract
covers the northern half of Center Valley and the School area; also, the upper part of
Camp Meeting Road.)

This tract was owned by Peter Rhinehardt. (The tract includes the woodland at the top of
the Lehigh Mountain close to the boundary.)

This tract was owned by the Lutheran Congregation of Upper Saucon. (This tract would
lie somewhere along Colesville Road towards Saucon Valley Road West between Fried-
ensville and Oakhurst.)

William Schaffer owned this tract. (This tract lies east of 309 between Saucon Valley Road
and Colesville Road.)

William Mory owned this tract of land. (This tract also lies between Colesville Road and
Saucon Valley Road East but closer to Saucon Valley Road in the area of Lake Thomas.)
On October 18, 1746, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to Peter
Messemer and Jacob Lodwig for several adjoining tracts, amounting to 222 acres, their in-
terest in all of which they conveyed to Andrew Wint, to whom it was confirmed by patent
June 2, 1768. The lands were owned by Isaac Hartman and Henry B. Person in 1884; by L.
W. Weaver and Jacob Hartman in 1914. Ohl’s history indicates that Person’s property was
later owned by Ida Weaver, his granddaughter (now deceased). The Hartman tract was
owned by Al Rinn and Katie Hartman Rinn and the New Jersey Zinc Company. (The Ida
Weaver property mentioned is no longer standing and is off Saucon Valley Road East be-
tween Stahler’s and Stonesthrow Road; the Hartman property extends from Stonesthrow
Road east along Colesville Road down to Saucon Valley Road and includes the area
covered by the large settling pond.)

This tract was owned by Balthauser Beil. (The tract lies along Saucon Valley Road East
around the intersection with Stonesthrow Road and includes the big bend in the creek.)

On October 31, 1785, a warrant was issued to Samuel Newcomer, in pursuance of which
there was patented to him, March 28, 1738, a tract of 200 acres. He established his resi-
dence on the site now occupied by the Old Yeager homestead, on the farm of Charles T.
Yeager. The tract was owned in 1884 by Charles T. Yeager, Herman Yeager, and John
Reichard. In 1914 it was owned by Hiram Yeager, Oscar Weaver, L. W. Weaver, and
others. Ohl's history points out that this tract was the location of the “Big Spring”, a camp-
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No
No.

. 68

. 69

.70
.71
.72
.78

.74

.75

. 76
.71

.78
.79

. 80

.81
. 82

.83

84

site of the Indians for many generations, as evidenced by the thousands of relics gathered
around and near the spring. (The tract includes most of Valley Road North to the in-
tersection with Saucon Valley Road East and a short distance on the other side of the
Saucon Valley Road.)

On October 19, 1741, a warrant was issued to Samuel Newcomer, in pursuance of which
there was patented to him, March 22, 174, a tract of 49 acres, owned in 1884 by Charles T.
Yeager and Abraham Diehl. It was owned in 1914 by the Charles T. Yeager and Abraham
Diehl estates. Ohl’s history indicates that further possession of this property was through
Walter Hottenstine. (The tract includes the southern portion of Valley Road close to the
intersection with 309.)

On January 4, 1754, a warrant was issued to John Newcomer, in pursuance of which there
was patented to him, June 5, 1755, a tract of 126-1% acres owned in 1884 by Joseph Kratzer,
Charles T. Yeager, and Herman Yeager. It was owned in 1914 by Henry Hook, Mrs.
William Erdman, and others. (This tract is now incorporated into New Jersey Zinc Prop-
erty and includes Camp Meeting Road.)

Balthauser Beil owned this tract. (This property is along the top of the mountain and is
between Stonesthrow Road and Colesville; along Colesville Road.)

Refer to notes on Tract No. 65. (The tract lies between the mountain and Colesville Road
in the same area as Tract No. 70.)

Refer to notes on Tract No. 65. (The tract is in the same area as No. 70 and No. 71 but
between Colesville Road and Saucon Valley Road East.)

Refer to notes on Tract No. 65. (This tract is on Saucon Valley Road East between
Stonesthrow Road and Friedensville.)

About 1745, Balthausar Beil first occupied a tract of about 32 acres, the property of
Samuel Smith in 1884 and the property of Henry Hartman in 1914, Ohl’s history indicates
that Smith was a plowmaker and the grandfather of Mrs. Alton Knerr, she was a Hartman
prior to her marriage. (This tract begins at the intersection of Camp Meeting Road and
Saucon Valley Road East and extends along Saucon Valley Road to the intersection at
Friedensville.)

Peter Messemer was the owner of this tract. (This tract is along the base of the mountain in
the Colesville Road section near the NJZ settling tank.)

Henry Weaver had this tract of land. (It occupied the same area as Tract No. 75.)

Again, Henry Weaver was the owner of this property. .(This is along Colesville Road in the
area of Hartman’s Schoolhouse.)

This tract was owned by Henry Weaver. (This tract lies to the North of Tract No. 77 in the
area to the North of Hartman'’s Schoolhouse.)

Francis Hartman was the owner of this tract which was also north of the Hartman
Schoolhouse.

On December 21, 1749, and at various times afterwards, warrants were issued to Anthony
Boehm, in pursuance of which there were patented to him, November 13, 1762, three
tracts amounting to 126-1% acres, now owned (1884) by the heirs of Solomon Hartman
(deceased) and David Hartman. The tract was owned in 1914 by Frank Hartman,
Solomon Hartman, and the William H. Mohr estate. (This tract runs from Saucon Valley
Road East to Colesville Road and includes the area before the intersection of both of these
roads with the Old Bethlehem Pike. It is now owned by the NJZ Company.)

Henry Geissinger was the owner of the tract which extends close to the corner of the
boundaries of Upper Saucon, Lower Saucon, and Salisbury Townships.

Refer to Notes on Tract No. 80. (The tract covers the area along the mountain east of
Hartman’s School.)

Refer to the Note on Tract No. 82.

Refer to the Note on Tract No. 82.
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No. 87
No. 88
No. 89

No. 92
No. 93

No. 95

On February 20, 1788, a warrant was issued to Michael Weaver, in pursuance of which
there was patented to him, November 11, 1741, a tract of 125-14 acres, owned in 1884 by
the heirs of Solomon Hartman (deceased). In 1914 the tract was owned by Solomon Hart-
man, Daniel Hartman, and Mrs. Marstellar. (This tract lies parallel to tract No. 80 and is
closer to the Friedensville Church area along the Old Bethlehem Pike . . . . it is now owned
by the NJZ Company.)

On November 7, 1739, a warrant was issued to Henry Weber, in pursuance of which there
was confirmed to him by patent, September 11, 1759, a tract of 50-1¢ acres, owned in 1884
by Charles Reichard and Nathan Weaver. The tract was owned, in 1914, by the Samuel
Adams estate and Mrs. James Marsteller. (This tract lies in the area of Stonesthrow Road
between Saucon Valley Road East and Colesville Road.) (LeRoy Stahler currently farms
this property.)

Refer to all notes on Tract No. 86.

Refer to all notes on Tract No. 86.
On September 27, 17 37, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to Valentine

Young, in pursuance of which there were patented to him three tracts, amounting to 218-
34 acres, owned in 1884 by Jacob Young, Patrick McCann, 0. W. Markle, and the estate of
Moses Gangaware (deceased), Charles Gangaware (deceased), and George Henn
(deceased). In 1914 the tract was owned by C. A. Buck, Jacob Levdich, John Huber,
Jeremiah Gangaware, L. J. Gangaware, and the George Henn estate. (This tract is along
the Old Bethlehem Pike from Friedensville towards 378 beginning at the Golf Course.)

On January 4, 1787, a warrant was issued to John Rothrock, in pursuance of which there
was surveyed to him a tract of 101 acres. This soon came into the possession of Henry
Weber, who established his home on the farm of Patrick McCann (1884) ; C. A. Buck in
1914. The tract was owned, in 1884, by Patrick McCann, A. W. Reinhard, and Nathan
Weaver; in 1914 it was owned by C. A. Buck, Mrs. A, W. Reinhard and Mrs. James Mar-
steller. (The tract covers Camp Meeting Road from the intersection with Saucon Valley
Road East and continues eastward including the current NJZ mine.)

Ludwig Bush first occupied a tract of 34 acres owned in 1884 by Jacob Young and Peter
Young; in 1914 by Tilghman Young. (This tract includes the area along #378 between
Center Valley and Fridensville.)

Refer to notes on Tract No. 60. (This tract includes the area mentioned on Tract No. 91.)
About 1744 a warrant was issued to Andrew Wint for a tract of 98 acres which was con-
firmed to him by patent March 25, 1745. It is now the site of the village of Centre Valley.
On January 30, 1732, a warrant was issued to Casper Wistar for several tracts of land, one
of 800 acres of which was located in the township. On May 24, 1737, Wistar conveyed his
title to this tract to George Zewitz, to whom or to Wistar it was confirmed by patent about
this time. The tract was owned in 1884 by the heirs of Benjamin Landis (deceased),
Samuel Hartranft, the heirs of Enos Erdman (deceased), Michael Landis, William Y. Lan-
dis, Jacob Basler, Jacob Geissinger, Samuel Geissinger, David Geissenger, John Clymer,
and Jacob Kilpatrick. In 1814 the tract was owned by Henry Landis, the Samuel Hartranft
estate, the Michael Landis estate, the W. G. Landis estate, the Rev. Jacob S. Moyer estate,
Rev. M. O. Rath, Charles Beck, H. G. Hartman, David Bassler, J. ]J. Geissinger, Annie
Clymer and W. H. Fogel. Ohl's history adds the following comments: Enos Erdman’s
property was now Van Sciver’s . . . . this was the Centre Valley farm; William Landis’ was
now Mrs. Charles Beck; Jacob Geissinger's was the mill property; David Geissinger’s was
now the M. B. in Christ Home Farm; Samuel Geissinger’s was also included in the Home
Farm; John Clymer, and Jake Kilpatrick. (This tract includes Center Valley towards
Coopersburg.)

About 1735 a warrant was issued to George Bachman, in pursuance of which there was
patented to him, June 4, 1737, a tract of 334-1% acres. He established his residence near the
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No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

. 96

.97

.98

.99

. 100

.101
. 102

. 108

104
105

106
107
108
109
110

.111

112
118

site of the present Eagle Hotel in Coopersburg. (in 1914 it is referred to as the Baron
House.) The tract was owned, in 1884, by the heirs of John Slifer (deceased), the heirs of
Benjamin Landis (deceased), the heirs of Joseph Stopp (deceased), Jacob Yoder, Daniel
Egner, Charles H. Blank, John Brunner, and Thomas Trumbore. It is further occupied by
the grounds belonging to the new United Mennonite meeting-house and a large part of the
borough of Coopersburg. In 1914 the tract was owned by I. O. Solliday, Henry Landis,
Maragret Stopp, A. M. Landis, the Jacob Yoder estate, J. M. Ritter, F. C. Blank, and
George D. Young. Ohl points out that the Charles H. Blank property is now owned by
Schenk; John Brunner is now the George Young estate and Thomas Trumbore’s is now
Magy. (The tract includes the north end of Coopersburg, Main and State Streets.)

John Adam Stout first occupied a tract of 85 acres, owned in 1884 by John Eichelberger, L.
M. Engelman, Enos Reichenbach, and John Arnold. In 1914 the owners were S. L.
Stephens, Peter Dietz, John Roth, H. G. Koch, and Lewis Roebuck. (The tract covers
Locust Valley Road.)

George Bachman drew the warrant for a tract of 38 acres; owned, in 1884, by Milton
Cooper, Charles Shaffer, and Aaron N. Laros; owned, in 1914, by T. S. Cooper, Charles
Shaffer, and John L. Deily. (The tract is in Coopersburg and covers that section along
main street that is in Upper Saucon Township. )

Cornelius Crump first occupied a tract of 77 acres owned, in 1884, by Milton Cooper and

George Fabian; in 1914 by T. S. Cooper and Morris Reichenbach. (This tract covers the
same area as described in Tract No. 97.)

George Bechtel was the owner of this tract of land. (This is the area of Route #309 where it
goes out of the Township into Bucks County at the Top of the Hill in the area of the con-
valescent home.)

Jacob Weaver owned this tract. (This tract covers the same area as Tract No. 99 but lies
closer to Main Street in Coopersburg; it is between Main St. and Route #309 to the top of
the hill where the County boundary line is between Lehigh and Bucks.)

Andrew Geissinger owned this particular tract of land. (It covers the area from Colesville to
Black River Road.)

Matheis Otto first occupied a tract of about 125 acres which forms the site of that part of
the village of Friedensville lying north of the schoolhouse.

On January 24, 1744, and at various times thereafter, warrants were issued to Phlip Trapp
for several tracts of land, amounting to 210 acres. These were confirmed to him by patent,
December 14, 1762. Two of these tracts form the site of the village of Friedensville from the
hotel to the schoolhouse, the other is on the Lehigh mountain and remains woodland.
(Refer to all notes on Tract No. 108.)

About 1745, Erasmus Boschius first occupied a tract of 20 acres, now the site of that part of
the village of Friedensville, lying south of the hotel.

Refer to the note on Tract No. 89. (This tract is in the Friedensville area.)

Christian Fox owned this tract of land. (This tract is to the east of Friedensville.)

Refer to note on Tract No. 89. (This tract lies to the south of Friedensville.)

Bastian Nave owned this particular tract of land. (The tract includes Colesville.)

Melchior Baer was the owner of this tract of land. (This tract includes the area of Saucon
Valley Road East; the section to the east of Rt. #378.)

On July 28, 1738, a warrant was issued to John Apple, in pursuance of which there was
patented to him thereafter a tract of 300 acres, now owned, in 1884, by the heirs of Nathan
Grim (Deceased) ; in 1914 the property was owned by Jacob Grim and George Rabich.
(This tract is now included in the Saucon Valley Country Club and includes the section
where Spring Valley Road comes into the Country Club.)

Refer to all notes on Tract No. 111.

On May 14, 1746, a warrant was issued to Henry Cressman for a tract of 69-14 acres,
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No.
No.

. 114

. 115

. 116

. 117

. 118

. 119

. 120

.121

. 122

. 123

124
125

owned, in 1884, by Edwin Gangaware. This tract was owned, in 1914, by Michael
McGovern. (The tract covers the Spring Valley Road section in the area of Washington
School.)

On June 8, 1739, a warrant was issued to George Strahan for 135 acres, which seems to have
been confirmed by patent to Peter Hillegass, some time thereafter. The tract was owned, in
1884, by Peter M. Landis, Reuben Mohr, and Jacob Mann. In 1914 the owners of the tract
were the Peter M. Landis estate, George Stroup, William H. Dorney and Titus Mohr. Ohl
indicates that the Mohr property was later owned by Harvey Keck and Titus Strauss and
that this tract included the Landis Mill property. (The tract includes Landis Mill Road
and the Washington School area.)

On February 14, 1742, a warrant was issued to Christian Rinker, in pursuance of which
there was surveyed to him soon after a tract of 200 acres, owned in 1884 by Sylvanus Fry,
Benjamin Eisenhard, Addison Koch, and Abraham Yoder. This tract is owned, in 1914, by
Sylvanus Fry, Abraham Yoder, Charles Xander, and Milton Kleppinger. (This tract is in
the area of the Allentown College of St. Francis DeSalle.)

Adam Romich owned this tract of land. (The tract covers the area of Center Valley
Station.)

About 1738 a warrant was issued to John Yoder, in pursuance of which there was patented
to him soon after a tract of 161-14 acres, owned by Jacob Yoder, Charles Gehman, Henry
B. Slifer, the heirs of David Slifer (deceased), and the heirs of Charles Amey (deceased) in
1884. It was owned, in 1914, by the Jacob Yoder estate, the John Yoder estate, C. D. Ott,
Mrs. H. G. Yoder, and the Henry Brinker estate. It is farther occupied by the grounds
belonging to the old Mennonite metting-house. (This tract covers the area now occupied
by Lane’s Department Store, Living Memorial and that section of Coopersburg along Fair-
mount Street.)

Refer to the notes on Tract No. 38. (The tract includes the area north of the Coopersburg
Station and lies between Yoder’s School and the main section of Coopersburg.)
Coopersburg Station and the lands of Peter Graybill (in 1884); the lands of Dr. A. M.
Gary (in 1914) occupy a part of a tract of 175 acres originally owned by John Yoder; about
half of the tract falls into Bucks County.

In 1740 Tobias Bahl first occupied a tract of 300 acres, owned in 1884 by Philip Bahl, Jesse
Jacoby, Gernet & Brother, Thomas Iron Company, and the heirs of William Weirbach. It
was owned, in 1914, by John Kauffman, the John Bahl estate, Thomas Hackman, Thomas
Iron Company, John Beidelman and others. Ohl’s history further reveals that much iron
ore was taken out of the mine known as the Bahl mine; the greater part of the tract is oc-
cupied by the Weyhill Farms in Bingen. (This tract is along Saucon Valley Road East in
the area of the Weyhill course of the Saucon Valley Golf Course.)

Refer to the notes on Tract No. 120. (This tract covers the Saucon Valley Country Club
and Spring Valley.)

John Rothrock first occupied a tract of 130 acres, owned in 1884 by the heirs of Phaon
Albright (deceased), Jesse Jacoby, and John Adams; a part of it was lately owned by
Jonathan Koch. In 1914 the owners were the Griffith Albright estate, Amandas Hafler,
Mrs. John Bitz, and the Samuel Adams estate. (This tract is comparable in location to

Tract No. 121 ....... the Saucon Valley Country Club.)
Peter Bower was the owner of this tract of land. (This tract includes the area along Weyhill
Drive.) -

(This includes the same area as Tract No. 123 2)

On December 9, 1748, a warrant issued to Jacob Zew:tz for a tract of 100 acres, was owned
in 1884 by Philip Gangaware, H. Eisenhard, and Adam Dimmig. It was owned in 1914 by
Elias Sasseman, Wallace Eisenhard, and James Rau. (This tract is east from Spring Valley
between Station Avenue in Center Valley and Weyhill Drive.)
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No. 126 Jacob Landis was the owner of this tract of land. (It occupies the area between Station

No.

No.
No.

No.

127

128
129

. 130

. 131

. 132

. 133
. 134

. 135

. 136

. 137

. 138
. 139

. 140

141

No. 142

Avenue in Center Valley and Taylor Drive.)

Jacob Gongwer first occupied a tract of 150 acres, owned in 1884 by Jacob Gangaware and
the Thomas Iron Company. In 1914 the owners were T. H. Diefenderfer, Esq., and Aman-
das Hafler. (The tract is incorporated into the Weyhill Course of the Saucon Valley Coun-
try Club.)

Refer to notes on Tract No. 127.

John Philip Flexer first occupied a tract, of unknown extent, of which the lands of Hiram §.
Eisenhard (in 1884) were known to be a part. In 1914 the owner of this tract was Mrs. E.
G. Thomas. (The tract covers that area of Spring Valley road west of the village of Spring
Valley.)

Adam Kurtz was the original owner of a tract of 158-14 acres of land, of which the lands of
Thomas B. and Joel P. Weber (in 1884 and 1914) were a part. (This tract is on Franklin
Lane just outside of Spring Valley.)

Jacob Weaver was the owner of this tract of land. (It lies along Taylor Drive in the area of
Hays Street.) »

Henry Rinker was the owner of the original tract. (The tract lies in the village of Spring
Valley.)

Refer to the notes on Tract No. 180. (This tract is in the area of the Franklin School.)
Daniel Kiever was the owner of this particular tract which is located on Passer Road beyond
Yoder’s School.

On February 22, 1743, a warrant was issued to John Miller for a tract of 71 acres, but for
some reason the tract was patented to John Yoder, December 22, 1764. It was owned in
1884 by Henry Hoffman, Jacob Landis, and Milton Landis. In 1914 it was owned by Edwin
Fehnel and others. Ohl’s history further states that “one hundred and $ years before I was
born, this tract was the place where Milt Landis’s Handle Factory used to be, later owned
by Al Mohr”. (This section includes the area around Yoder’s School.)

Peter Mosteller was the owner of this land. (The tract covers the area between Jacoby Road
and the Tumblebrook Golf Course.)

Christian Fry first occupied a tract of 103 acres, the greater part of which was owned by
Milton Landis in 1884. In 1914 the owners were Alfred H. Mohr, Charles Fisher, and A. F.
Landis, a part of the tract falls into Bucks County. (The location is the same as Tract No.
136’s description.)

Christian Smith was the owner of the tract. (The location is the same area as Tract No.
136.)

Adam Romich was the owner of this particular tract. (The tract covers Passer Road and
the Flint Hill Road sections. )

On January 9, 1737, a warrant was issued to Conrad Walb, in pursuance of which there was
surveyed to him a tract of 76-3{ acres. This descended to his children, two of whom sold
their interest in it to Philip Geissinger, who, with Jacob Walb, Andrew Walb, and Barbara
Walb, applied for a patent for the same, which was granted April 24, 1758. The original
homestead on this tract was erected by Conrad Walb, on the site now occupied by the
tenant-house on the farm of Ephraim Geissinger. About ten acres of this tract are occupied
by the Blue Church, its grounds and the adjoining cemeteries. The balance of the tract has
remained in the Geissinger family ever since, and is now owned by Llewellyn E. Walter
(1914), a lineal descendant of Philip Geissinger. Ohl's history indicated that the Walter
property was owned by Andrew Madle. (This tract covers the Blue Church and sur-
rounding area.)

John Apple was the owner of this tract. (This tract is in the Saucon Valley Golf Course, in
the section where the Maintenance Barns are located.)

The owner of this particular tract was Leonard Boydelman. (The tract extends along the
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corner line of Old Route #309 and the intersection with the Bucks County Line.)

No. 143 Jacob Bachman owned this tract. (Again, this tract is in a similar position to Tract No.
142; in the area where Locust Valley Road cuts off of Main Street.)

No. 144 The owner of this tract was Peter Cortz. (The tract is the same section as explained in

Tract No. 143.)
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CHURCHES OF UPPER SAUCON TOWNSHIP

by Cathy Link

SAUCON MENNONITE CHURCH

The first “old meeting house” at Saucon was built about 1735. It had a swinging partition in the
center, thus providing one room for the church and one room for the church school. In 1749 the
following trustees and overseers were appointed to build another church: George Bachman, Philip
Geissinger, John Rieser, Samuel Newcomer, and Samuel Bechtel. It was completed the same year at a
cost of 67 Pounds ($325.62).

During the American Revolution the Saucon people were reluctant to bear arms; and, in 1778
most of the adult male members of the group were imprisoned and latér ordered banished from the
colony within thirty days. All their property was confiscated and sold by the Sheriff for 40,000 Pounds
(194,400) ; even beds, stoves, and food were taken from their families.

Those ordered banished were:

George Bachman Johannes Geissinger
Jacob Yoder Abraham Geissinger
Casper Yoder Philip Geissinger
Abraham Yoder Christian Jung (Young)
Heinrich Sell Johannes Newcomer

Heinrich Geissinger

On the 9th of September, 1778, Eva Yoder and Ester Bachman petitioned the court in Easton for the
release of their husbands . . . claiming that some of the women were pregnant and with winter coming
on there would be undue hardships.

In 1782 the sum of 34 Pounds ($165.21) was collected for the building of a schoolhouse at the
Church. The Schoolhouse, which stood at the northwest corner of the cemetery, was abandoned in
1883 when the Penn Schoolhouse was erected by the Township. Some of the schoolteachers were:
Jacob Sterner, William Snyder, Jonathon Price, and Henry Benner; George Patrick of Center Valley,
was the last teacher in the school. Salaries varied from $16/month to $20/month.

Tradition states that a dozen, or more, Indians worshipped in the Saucon Church and that they
placed their bows and arrows on the ground outside the church door until the service was ended.
There are some Indians buried in the cemetery; the features of the ground at the northeast corner
show the methods used by the Indians in making their graves.

It appears that an Indian camp was located along the creek at this same corner; many
arrowheads have been dug up at this point and the mussel shells found along the fence line, near the
creek;, is further evidence of their presence.

In 1785 shutters for the Saucon Church were made, and donated, by: John Bachman, Casper
Young, Jacob Yoder, John Geissinger, Samuel Meyers, and Abraham Meyers. In 1793 a stone wall
was built around the cemetery (cost — 40 Pounds) and in 1798 one gable end of the Church was
rebuilt and a new roof added.

The present building was erected in 1841, for which purpose $1,375.12 was collected by sub-
scription. On the 19th of February, 1842, a church reckoning was held at which all debts were paid
and a balance of $78.90 remained in the Treasury. The trustees, in 1844, were Abraham Yoder and
Joseph Yoder.

There was a division in the Mennonite Churches in 1847 . . .. .. yet, the two groups continued to
worship in the church on alternate Sundays. With the passing of the Rev. Samuel Moyer (in 1877) the




old Mennonite Congregation discontinued regular services and had an occasional service on a Sunday
afternoon. Peter Young was the last of the “Olde Saucon Mennonites”.

A special collection, taken in 1850, was made for the building of a wood house and shed for the
minister’s carriage.

One receipt (dated the 28th of March, 1846) reads as follows: “Received from Abraham Yoder
for stove in school in meeting house — $6.55 in cash and $5.19-3 in the form of an old iron.”
Another receipt: “Received of A. Yoder, Trustee, the sum of §1.00 for cutting 214 cords of wood.”
Signed Jesse Frick.

In 1869 shingles and nails for a new roof were purchased at a cost of $23.32. On the 8th of
January, 1848, 111 pounds of stove piper were purchased for $1.43. On the 5th of October, 1852,
John Yoder purchased, for the Church, from the Simon Rau store in Bethlehem: 3 gallons of linseed
oil at $.85/gallon and one pound of litharge for $0.10. (The receipt has the actual signature of Simon
Rau, who was the originator of what is now the oldest drug store in the United States. The store is still
located on South Main Street in Bethlehem.) On October 22nd, 1852, 50 Pounds of white lead was
purchased from Barbour and Young . ... .. for $3.75.

For many years the present building was heated with two wood stoves. The janitor, William Lan-
dis, served for 40 years; and, later his wife, Susanna, served for 7 years. Charles Beck also served for a
period of 7 years; he was paid $7.00/year.

Rev. John Oberholtzer, who led in the division of the Mennonite Churches and preached at
Saucon occasionally, died at the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Landis. Mr. Landis, who was both
janitor and chorister, had a woodworking plant at the rear of his home which operated by water
power. The shop contained a lathe, on which he turned out rungs for chairs, bed posts, and table
legs; he also had a wood bending plant. The building was later used by Charles Beck for carpet
weaving. _

The first minister to preach in the English language at Saucon was Rev. Allen M. Fretz; he
preached there every 12 weeks. Soon after Deacon William Scheiffer died (1906), it was thought best

to close the church because of the lack of membership . ... . . there were only a dozen. A re-
organization occurred on October 14, 1911 and the following trustees were elected Thomas A. Nolf,
William G. Moyer, and Elmer Beck . . . . .. they voted against closing the church. Rev. A. B. Shelly

was in charge of the meeting.
Before the turn of the century the Sunday School had been discontinued for a short time; but,

under the leadership of Deacon Frank Kramer (who served the school for more than 50 years) it was
reorganized.

In 1915 the cemetery contained, among others, the following graves:

54 Landis 51 Geissinger 28 Moyer
25 Yoder 24 Young 7. Bachman

Aaron Weaver, in 1915, was paid $7:50 for five days of work in the cemetery. In the same year, a
baptismal bowl was purchased for $4.50. A wire fence was erected along the north and east property
lines in 1913. Electric lights were installed in 1919; the materials of which cost $60.10. An iron fence
was placed around the cemetery in 1922 and removed in 1945.

Following, is the most accurate list of ministers who served the Saucon Church:

Rev.JacobMoyer . .. ... died in 1790

Rev. Samuel Moyer. . .. ......vovinen e o died in 1832

Rev. Michael Landis. . . ... .. coov oo died in 1839 (served 35 years)

Rev. William Landis. . . . .o ovo v eenne e s died in 1848 (served 8 years)

Rev. Valentine Young. . . . ...« ccovvevnncn died in 1850 (served 40 years)

Rev. Samuel Moyer. . . .. .. ..ovvnenvenenens died in 1877 (served 20 years)
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Rev. Christian Clemmer, Rev. Joseph Schantz and Rev. Abaham Gottschall served at the same time.

Rev. A. M. Fritz, Rev. J. S. Moyer and Rev. A. B. Shelly
also served at the same time. They were serving in 1884.

Rev.ElwoodShelly ....... .. .. ... .. . ... .. ...... (served 1214 years, until 1916)
Rev. William Gottschall ... ......................... (served one year)

Rev. Harleigh Rosenberger . .. ....................... (served one year, student pastor)
Rev.GeorgeGreger. . ... ... ..., (served 4 years)
Rev.JohnUnruh....... .. ... ... ... ... ... ..... (served 4 years)

Wward W. Shelly took over the leadership of the Church on
December 1, 1944; he served until 1950,

Rev.Samuel Sprunger. . ............ ... .. ... . .0 (served 1950 to 1953)
Rev. M. LawrenceSmith . . ... . ..... . .................. (served 1953 to 1959)
Rev.DavidHillegas. . . . ....... ... . ..... ... .......... (1959 to present)

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH (known also as “SAUCON" or “BLUE CHURCH")

The territory of Saucon was settled in 1730. A warrant for three tracts, located near the
“Saucong” Creek, was issued on December 12, 1730, to the heirs of Richard Haynes. In 1743, these
three tracts (350 acres each) were conveyed to Joseph Samuels.

The warrant for the tract (on which the St. Paul’s Church is built) was issued January 9, 1737, to
Conrad Walb. Walb’s heirs sold the tract to Philip Geissinger, who was granted a patent on April 24,
1758 . ...... about 10 acres of this tract was occupied by the St. Paul’s Church and graveyard. The
adjoining cemeteries occupy a part of the 10,000 acre tract willed to Springet and William Penn,
grandsons of William Penn. The Penns sold this tract to William Allen who was granted a warrant on
March 5, 1730; and, he, in turn, sold a large part of it to Philip Geissinger. On the 18th of May,
1757, Philip Geissinger had the deed for the tract conveyed to the trustees of St. Paul’s Church for the
specific purpose of establishing a church, school and a burial place. The trustees were: John Apple,
Balthaser Beil, and Andreas Erdman.

From a historical sketch (by Rev. John Vogelbach 1852-1857) at the Centennial of the
congregation, it seems that baptisms had been entered in 1739 in the old church record and a school
was in session in 1740. In 1745 representatives from the district visited Muhlenberg at Providence and
asked him to take their congregation and school under his pastoral care. In 1746, Muhlenberg wrote
in the Halle Reports that he had already served the Saucon congregation for a year. He described “the
congregation” as composed mostly of poor people. When Muhlenberg declared he could no longer
serve them, he arranged to send his schoolmasters, Virgera and Loeser, in 1746. Virgera memorized
sermons in order to deliver them before his congregation.

When the reliable schoolmaster Virgera was transferred (in the fall of 1748) to Philadelphia, the
Saucon congregation was left unprovided. Though Muhlenberg visited Saucon the following May and
August, administering communion, it was not until the 22nd of November, 1749, that Muhlenberg
was.able to introduce the services of a catechist — This was Rudolph Heinrich Schrenk who had come
from Lunenberg, Nova Scotia.

There is no reference to the organization of a Reformed congregation prior to 1802, when Rev.
John Henry Hoffmeier began the “Church Book of the Evangelical Reformed Congregation in Upper
Saucon Township”.

The first church, built of logs, was in use in 1742 and was located in the southwest corner of the
old cemetery; the second church (or organ church) erected in 1763, stood partly on the site of the
present church; the third church of stone was erected in 1833-1834 — at a cost of $5,173.81.

A list of the Lutheran ministers to serve Blue Church is as follows:

Muhlenberg 1745-1749 Rev. Stecher ?

31




Catechist L. H. Schrenk 1749-1753 Benjamin German 1820-1848

John Andrean Frederici 1754-1762 (assisted by Rev. Brobst and student
John Joseph Roth 1763-1764 Penchant-Reformed)
Supplies 1764-1769 William German 1848-1851
Jacob VanBuskirk 1769-1793 Jacob Vogelbach 1852-1857
George F. Ellison 1793-1795 William Rath and Myron Rath
Supplies 1795-1798 1857-1888
Frederick W. Geissenhainer ? Dr. E. A. Yehl 1889-1893
John G. Roeller ? William Kistler 1894-1933
Paul Frederic Kramer ? D. D. Kistler 1933-1950
Frederick Plitt 1798-1819 D. Latshaw 1950-1967
Rev. Heiny (9 years) ? R. Heckman 1968
James Koones 1968 to present

The oldest church record, started by Catechist Schrenk, is a 252 page volume. Itis 8” by 12" x 1-
1/8” thick, bound in leather. The book bears evidence of hard use but still is in a good state of preser-
vation. On the inside front cover is the following inscription, in German:

“Church Record
of
The Evangelical Lutheran Congregation
in Saccum (Saucon)
Wherein are given in an orderly manner the names of

1- Persons baptized

2- Persons confirmed
3- Persons married

4- Persons deceased and buried

in the congregation by me,
L. H. Schrenk, the pastor

from October, 1749__".

The paper used in making up the book was unruled, of pure rag stock. It is a product of the
famous Rittenhouse Paper Mills, in Germantown, and has a watermark showing a cloverleaf with the
initials “WR” (William Rittenhouse).

The first list of confirmed (dated the 22nd of May, 1750) are: Jacob Gangewehr, Andreas
Raup, Catharina Marsteller, Maria Catharine Dérfflinger, and Anna Christina Merckert.

In 1763 Rev. John Joseph Roth baptized Elizabeth Pitts, born the 9th of May, 1738. In the
margin beside the official record is written: “Note: — Her father deserted his religion and failed to
have his daughter baptized. She was now baptized by me, Jo. Jos. Roth, pastor here, at the desire of
her husband, Henry Pitts”.

William B. Furry was baptized on the 25th of December, 1890. His date of birth is listed “about
March 1889”. This note follows; “parents not known; child found in woods and adopted by the spon-
sors, George and Cecelia (Gangeware) Furry”.

One hundred and one pages in the forepart of the book contain baptismal records. In the
remainder of the book the sequence for other types of entires was frequently changed to fill in vacant
spaces.

Pastor Roth'’s last baptismal entry is on the 6th of May, 1764; and, exactly one week later he was
buried in the Blue Church cemetery.

The first record book ends with Rev. Frederick Pitt’s hand.

The second record book covers the period 1806-1851. It is a 270 page volume, 814" x 13" x 1"
thick. The covers are of heavy cardboard (with brown leather back and corners) ; the paper is hand-
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made rag stock, without watermarks or ruling; the title page is inscribed in German.

The third record book was started in 1851 and ended in 1872. It contains 294 pages andis 6 1/8"
x 15614 " x 1" thick. The covers are mottled cardboard and lack any outside markings.

Record book number four has 384 pages. Itis 7 7/8” x 1234 by 7/8" thick. It has mottled card-
board covers. There is no outside marking and nowhere in the book is there anything to indicate
ownership or contents. What appears to represent the cost of the book, 1.50, is written in pencil at the
top of the title page, which is otherwise blank.

The ministers for the Reformed Congregation of St. Paul’s Church are:

John Henry Hoffmeier 1802-1806
Jacob William Pechant 1808-1815
Daniel Zeller 1815

Samuel Hess 1828-1868
Amandus F. Ziegler (supply) 1868

John F. Mohr (supply) -1875
Robert C. Weaver 1874-1882
Jacob Graver Dubbs 1891-1912
Thomas M. Kressley 1913

William H. Cogley -1928

Rev. Bingaman

The Reformed Congregational Record, started by Rev. John Hoffmeier in 1802, is a 252 page
volume. It is 834" x 13" x 1" thick. It has heavy cardboard covers with brown leather back and cor-
ners and has no outside markings. The paper is pure rag stock, ruled vertically, with a watermark
showing initials “W&S” on one side of the sheet; and, on the opposite side of the sheet is an eagle clut-
ching an olive branch in one talon and 2 thunderbolts in the other.

The names of the officers are recorded on the first page as follows:

Elders: Philip Neucommer Deacons: Jacob Herzel
Peter Kiefer Philip Seller, Jr.

FRIEDEN’S CHURCH

Frieden’s Church was organized in 1793 and was from the beginning a Union (Lutheran and
Reformed) Church. The first pastors were John Conrad Yeager of the Lutheran side and John Henry
Hoffmeier on the Reformed side. A Church building was erected in 1793 upon a plot of ground
donated by William Mory and “for which he gave the deed for a consideration of five shillings”.
Among those signing the agreement to erect a Church are the names of Philip Bahl, Adam Romig,
William Mory, Peter Hartman, Franz Hartman, Conrad Rau, Martin Apple, Peter Weber, Philip
Buchecher, Peter Schaeffer and Andreas Heller. While the work was being done, the congregations
worshipped in Mory’s barn.

The new building was dedicated on the 24th of November, 1793 with the two pastors in charge of
the services. The Moravians sent representatives, pastors and musicians, who took an active part in
_ the services. The Rev. Mr. Klingsohr of the Moravian Church dedicated the building “to the service of
t Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit” and gave it the name of Evangelical Friedens Church. It
was judged that between seven and eight hundred persons were present. Services were continued the
5 following day. :

The first child baptized in the new Church was Maria Gernet on Christmas Day, 1793, with
Pastor Yeager officiating. He administered the Lord’s Supper on May 11, 1794 to forty-two members
of the Lutheran congregation. Pastor Hoffmeier administered the Holy Communion to forty-nine
members of the Reformed congregation on the 22nd of June, 1794. The first class of Confirmands was

33

—%——




received on the 26th of April, 1795 by Pastor Hoffmeier. The class numbered thirty-one. Pastor
Yeager confirmed his first class of eighteen persons on the 16th of April, 1797.

An organ was purchased in 1808 at a cost of about $1300. The congregation prospered and in
1817 it became necessary to enlarge the Church. In 1839 only 22 years after the original building had
been enlarged, a new Church was built on a slightly different location. The first Church stood be-
tween the present building and the sexton’s house (in dry seasons the outlines of the foundations may
still be seen), the second Church was one hundred years old in 1939.

Since its organization Friedens Church has owned and operated its own cemetery for the benefit
of members. The first cemetery was acquired in 1793 and consists of that portion nearest the Church;
burials are no longer made in this section. In 1924 the old cemetery was graded and improved. The
second cemetery, across the road from the parking lot, was acquired in 1859 at a cost of $347.82. It
consists of one acre and ten perches. In 1890 three more acres were added, this tract having been pur-
chased from Thomas Bennet at a cost of $350 per acre. Three additional acres were acquired from
the New Jersey Zinc Company in 1924 in exchange for mineral rights under certain parts of the
Church property. In 1926 one acre was purchased from Howard Ritter at a cost of $200. There are an
unusually large number of soldiers buried at Friedensville . . . the total number representing all wars
is 115! (Of this group 20 are listed as participants in the Revolutionary War and 72 are Civil War
Veterans).

The Sunday School was organized on the 29th of April, 1855 with 13 teachers and 65 scholars. It
met only during the summer months. The first year-round sessions were held in 1862. Five years later
it met for the first time in the Church, previous sessions having been held in-the school house.

The pastors and their dates of service are as follows:

Lutheran Reformed
John C. Yeager 1793-1832 John H. Hoffmeier 1793-1806
Joshua Yeager 1831-1885 Jacob W. Dechant 1808-1815
Abraham R. Horn 1885-1902 Daniel Zéller 1815-1857
Howard A. Kunkle 1903-1907 Alfred J. G. Dubbs 1857-1871
Charles J. Cooper 1907-1924 Robert C. Weaver 1875-1891
Titus V. Druckenmiller 1925-1931 Jacob G.-Dubbs 1892-1927
Walter L. Williams 1932-1941 Thomas M. Kressley 1928-1942
Thomas Richter 1942-1943 George Bingaman 1943-1950
Nevin Gearhart 1944-1954 Grant E. Harrity 1951-1954
Ronald F. Mease 1954-1957 Ernest M. Hawk 1954-1958
Lee E. Angstadt 1958-1970 Richard Ott 1958-1961
David F. Hill 1971- to present Don R. Studer 1961-

On the 4th of October, 1963 papers on dissolution of the Union Church were signed and the
Lutheran Congregation purchased the present Church building. By November of 1965 plans were
completed and approved by the congregation for the construction of a Christian Education Building
to be located north of the present Church.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CONGREGATION

At one time there was a meetinghouse of the Methodist Episcopal Congregation located between
Friedensville and Colesville. It was built by Dr. Henry S. Clemens.

. Rev. Nathan Durell, of Philadelphia, organized it in 1863 and served as the pastor until 1865.
Rev. Cummings followed and served from 1865 to 1868; then Rev. Kimble from 1868-1871; Rev.
Harrison from 1871-1874; and Rev. Harkins from 1874-1877. The Church building passed into the
hands of the “New” Reformed Church and was ministered by Rev. D. G. Wiegner.
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In 1885 an association consisting of Lutherans, Reformed, and Mennonites formed the Union
Chapel of Center Valley. Those who worshipped there belonged to congregations elsewhere. Pastors
from St. Paul’s Blue Church did the preaching and the same building was used as a school for some
time. It is now a private home,

CALVARY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

The deed covering the original church property was recorded the 31st of August, 1869. Work on
the simple church was completed and by the 7th of June, 1870, the Evangelical Mennonites (as they
were then called) held their semi-annual conference in the new structure.

At the same time the church was built, a cemetery was laid out, facing the west. The first funeral
in the congregation took place in August 1869, a child of the family named Winch.

The passing of years brought about mergers and revisions in the conference structure. The name
changes over the years reflect the various re-alignments. In 1869 they were the Evangelical Men-
nonites; in 1875, the name was changed to United Mennonites. From 1883 to 1959, they were called
the Mennonite Brethren in Christ; and, since that time, they have been the Bible Fellowship Church.

Although the name has changed, most of the ordinances have not. The belief in Baptism is one
example. The original church plot is bounded on the west by a branch of the Saucon Creek. The
creek forms a pool in a hollow surrounded by large willow trees. The churchmen placed several large
stones to be used as stepping stones into the pool and a heavy timber dam raised the water to the
proper level for baptism. Changes in the course of the stream, plus the increased pollution of the
waters, forced the church to build a baptismal pool. The small pool was located directly behind the
church building. With the erection of the new church, the pool has been included in the structure’s
interior and now stands in a curtained enclosure behind the pulpit.

In 1943, the church interior was redecorated and the plain wall behind the pulpit gained a
mural depicting the return of Christ. The painting was done by H. Willard Ortlip, an evangelist-
artist.

Ten years later, the church had a need to provide for space for its growing Sunday School. An
addition was built which contained large classroom areas, restrooms, a nursery, and a boiler room.

Also added within the past fifty years have been musical instruments. Prior to 1920 there was no
piano to aid the congregational singing; Ida Gehman donated the very first piano to the church. Ap-
proximately twenty years later the church purchased an electric organ, the installation of which
brought about the removal of some vestiges of the old days. Up to the early part of this century, the
ladies and the men did not sit together during the worship services. The ladies sat on the right side of
the pulpit and the men sat on the left. Rows of benches faced the pulpit but there were also a few rows
of benches at right angles to those benches.

German worship services were conducted at Calvary as late as the 1920’s. Soon only morning
meetings were in German, and finally German disappeared almost completely from the service. The
earliest hymnal used was in German and had no notes. There was considerable objection raised to the
first hymnals with notes! It was thought that hymns should be sung in the spirit and not by printed
notes.

It was also thought that the church was not a place for weddings. The first wedding to be con-
ducted in the church was in 1942 when the Rev. Walter H. Frank united Ralph Yeakel and Evelyn
Moyer in marriage in a simple ceremony immediately following the morning worship service. Before
this, members were married by the pastor in the parsonage. ‘

From its very beginning, services at the church have been held regularly. In the early days these
meetings are reported to have been lively, lengthy affairs, with much singing and old-fashioned
shouting during the services. The people who attended these meetings were simple, plain people, who
dressed without showiness. -

Sunday School Sessions were set up by the men and women who founded the congregation as
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early as 1858, eleven'years before the building of the church. Early services were held on the threshing
floor of a barn and children came barefoot to the classes.

As was the custom in those days, one preacher was assigned to several churches. In 1887-1889
Coopersburg and Bethlehem formed a circuit. Later Emmaus, Springtown, and South Allentown
shared preachers for varying lengths of time. In 1956 the first Official Board of Calvary Church was
organized and the years on a circuit ended; Carl C. Cassell was called as the full time pastor.

In 1958 they purchased the adjacent property and in 1964 the Board was authorized to engage
an architect. Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in 1966 and the new church was dedicated 4
June 1967.

Reverend Donald Reitz is the current pastor. Others serving since Rev. Cassell’s time were: Rev.
Elwood L. Heiser, Rev. Harold P. Shelly, and Rev. LeRoy S. Heller.

GRACE MORAVIAN CHURCH

The church was organized and the structure built by the Free Methodists; the corner-stone reads
“Free Methodist Church 1883”. The congregation was ministered to by Rev. Manshart. When only a
few Methodists remained in the congregation, the church was taken over by the Baptists. The Baptists
occupied the church until about 1935 and at this time a Sunday School was organized.

In the late 1940’s Dr. Rominger, then the minister of Coopersburg Moravian Church, began to
hold evening services in the Center Valley Church. In 1954 student pastors of the Moravian Church
started a twenty year period of service to the congregation. The church was officially chartered in
1955.

After Dr. Allan retired, from Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem, he spent five years
assisting the student pastors, ending his service in 1973.

In September 1974 Rev. Barry Lehman became the present minister of Grace Moravian.

The Sunday School started in the 1930's is still active in the church. It is a non-denominational
organization and has a membership of over 100 people.

ST. ANDREW’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

On the 19th of March, 1905 St. John's Union Sunday School was organized in “the little red
schoolhouse” on Pike Avenue near the Salisbury Township building. The first president of the Union
Sunday School was Frank Hohe. Besides regular Sunday School classes there were classes in German
for the primary and adult departments. The German Bible Class was discontinued in 1918.

The trustees were authorized to purchase land at Pike Avenue and West Rock Road in 1928 (this
is the land on which the present church stands). The new church was dedicated on the 30th of Oc-
tober, 1929.

On the 25th of September, 1935 the Sunday School applied for a charter to organize as St. An-
drew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Summit Lawn, Pa. and on the 14th of October the charter
was granted. The Rev. ].H.K. Miller was the field missionary sent by the Lutheran Board of Home
Missions to organize the congregation; and St. Andrew’s was taken off of mission status in 1957.

Many pastors have served St. Andrew’s. They are as follows:

Rev. Wilson H. Hartzell 1936-1939
Rev. H. E. Schlotzhauer 1939-1942
Rev. William Stebbins 1943-1950
Rev. William Butts 1953-1956
Rev. Edward L. O’Shea 1956-1958
Rev. Gunnar Alksnis 1959-1962
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Rev. James H. Fisher 1962-1968

Rev. PaulJ. Henry 1969-1972
Rev. John V. Peters 1972- to present
SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH

Through the efforts of Rt. Rev. Monsignor Leo G. Fink, Rector of Sacred Heart Church, Allen-
town, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered in Limeport for the first time on the 26th of March,
1926. At first the little congregation assembled in the Limeport Hotel, then in the Schwartz Home
(which now stands at the foot of the lane leading to the present church) and, finally, a farm house
and barn were purchased. On the 21st of November, 1927 Limeport was united with Colesville as a
canonical parish with the Rev. John P. N. Fries being named the first resident pastor.

Under the direction of Father Fries the new parish was organized and the old barn was trans-
formed into a beautiful white church.

In 1934 the Rev. John Wiesler came to Limeport to continue the work. Over a period of eighteen
years he made many improvements, among them the installation of an organ and the opening of a
parish cemetery. He also succeeded in liquidating the debt of the parish.

In 1952 the Rev. Richard Holzhauser succeeded Father Weisler as the pastor of Saint Joseph’s. It
was in this same year that Colesville, a mission chapel of St. Joseph’s until this time, became a
canonical parish. Father Holzhauser aided the growing community to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the founding of the parish; he improved the access roads and paved a large parking lot. He built
the present outdoor pavilion; erected the present parish parochial grade school. The Missionary
Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus from Hyde Park, Reading, agreed to serve in the school. The
old farm house, renovated as a rectory, was given to the Sisters as living quarters; so, Father
Holzhauser was forced to plan the building of a new rectory. About the time that the preliminary con-
struction was completed, Father Holzhauser died (the 18th of March, 1968).

On the 10th of May, 1968, the Rev. William Hoffner was appointed as the new rector. His orders
were to build a new church, as the existing structure proved to small for the growing congregation,
and bowing to the use of time, was becoming structurally unsound for the continued hard use. On the
25th of December, 1970 the congregation gathered for services in the new building.

ASSUMPTION PARISH

Before the Assumption Parish was established, the Catholics of Colesville walked together into
Bethlehem for Sunday Mass at Holy Infancy Church. They transferred to Saint Ursula’s in Fountain
Hill when it opened in 1919.

After a decade, St. Ursula’s pastor (Father Charles McGinley) suggested that the Catholics of
Colesville, build their own chapel. In the little church that resulted everything was handmade by the
parishioners — the pew, the altar, all but the pot-bellied stove. The priests from St. Ursula’s came to
say the masses.

The following year the Colesville Church was transferred into the charge of St. Joseph’s Parish,
Limeport.

The Chapel of St. Joseph’s kept its mission status until 1952. Monsignor Fink requested per-
mission for Colesville to have a parish of their own and ten months later the Chancellor of the
Philadelphia Archdiocese appointed Father Drobel as the first pastor of the Assumption B.V.M.
Colesville, Pa.

Father Drobel planned and erected the major addition to the church and built the new rectory.
The parish continued to grow, particularly through families attracted by two major industries in the
area, the New Jersey Zinc Company and Bethlehem Steel.




When the present pastor (Father James Hanlon) came to Assumption, he established a modern
convent, now occupied by the Sisters of St. Joseph, and a school. These two buildings were dedicated

on the 29th of September, 1968.

CARMEL OF ALLENTOWN

Two Carmelite Sisters, Mother Therese of Jesus and Sister Clement Mary of the Guardian Angel,
were canonically commissioned to erect a foundation of a Calced Carmelite Monastery of Papal En-
closure in America.

During a brief stay of the two nuns in Reading, Cardinal Dougherty appointed Right Reverend
Monsignor Leo G. Fink, of Allentown, to assist the nuns in finding a place in which to locate. Mon-
signor Fink chose Lanark Manor.

Directed by Monsignor Fink, Mother Therese purchased the Weibel Estate at Lanark Manor.
The new home consisted of five acres of land, a seventeen-room house, a four-car stone garage and an
artesian well. Included with the property was the obligation of supplying water to the sixteen families
that occupied the valley.

On the 22nd of May, 1931 Mother Therese and Sister Clement Mary arrived at Lanark. On the
96th of May Holy Mass was celebrated for the first time in the new Carmel of Allentown by the Most
Reverend Elias Magennis, Prior General of the Carmelites. On the 18th of June Monsignor Fink,
representing His Eminence, Cardinal Dougherty, formally opened the new foundation.

. Soon the original house of the Weibel estate proved too small for the new community. Mother
Therese began to plan the erection of a new Convent.

On the 8th of December, 1934, a group of Carmelite Sisters, armed with picks and shovels,
began the excavation for the chapel building. By the 19th of March the masons were able to begin the
stone work. On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, in 1935, the Auxiliary Bishop of
Philadelphia, the Most Revérend Gerald P. O’Hara, laid the corner-stone of the new chapel. A crowd
of the laity were present, as well as a good representation of the clergy. Among the latter were Right
Rev. Monsignor Fink; Very Rev. Lawrence C. Diether, Prior Provincial of the Carmelites of the
Province of the Most Pure Heart of Mary; Fathers Siverius Quigley, Urban Lager and Peter Kramer,
all Carmelites; and Father Mathis of Allentown. Father Quigley preached the sermon.

The dedication of the new Carmelite Chapel was on the 17th of July, 1949. The late Dennis Car-
dinal Dougherty, Archbishop of Philadelphia, officiated.

There have been two Daughter-foundations. The first, in 1954, to establish a new Carmel in
Wahpeton, North Dakota. In 1956 the second Daughter-foundation located in Asheville, North
Carolina.

LOCUST VALLEY CHAPEL
THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE

The church was organized and the building constructed in 1954. Some of the founders were
Frank Wilcox, John Boyer, Merrill Kennedy and Arthur Fogal. At this time it was an independent

church.
In 1956 the building was sold to the Christian and Missionary Alliance.
The ministers who have served the church are:

Rev. Howard Bowers 1956-1958
Rev. Clark Latshaw 1958-1959
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‘Rev. Don Anderson 1960-1965

Rev. Raymond Cole 1966-1970
Rev. Howard Cashatt 1971-1973
Rev. Edward Wible 1973- to present

GOD’S MISSIONARY CHURCH

Services were first started in the spring of 1958 in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Allem, near
Shelly, with Rev. Fred Watson as pastor. In the year 1961 the property at 92 East Landis Street was
urchased and a basement type church was built. Rev. Fred Watson pastored the church until 1963.

Rev. William Tillis became the next pastor and served until 1964.

In 1964 Rev. Robin Hevalow became the pastor and served until 1970. It was during this time
that the upper part of the church was built which is now the main sanctuary,

Rev. Harry Plank was the following pastor and was there until June 1975.

Rev. Arthur Thomas is the pastor at the present time. The Motto at the God’s Missionary Church
of Coopersburg is “You are never a stranger, not even the first time”.

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

The Jehovah’s Witnesses constructed their church in 1960. The first Elder was Charles Marks;
the present Elder is Steve Brezan,

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Faith United Church of Christ is composed of the former Friedens and St. Paul’s (Blue) Re-
formed congregations. It carries on the history and tradition of these two churches.

Friedens Church was organized in 1793. It was a Union Church, with the land and property
being held jointly by the Lutheran and Reformed congregations.

St. Paul's Church was organized by the Tohickon Classis of the Reformed Church in May, 1874.
It was immediately placed into a charge along with Friedens and Zion Hill. The Rev. F. J. Mohr was
appointed to serve until a pastor could be secured.

The Rev. Robert C. Weaver was called to the charge in 1875 and he served until 1891. It was not
until 1943 that the two congregations found themselves in the same charge, composed of Friedens, St.
Paul’s and St. John’s of Coopersburg.

In 1950 the charge dissolved, the St. Paul’s being served by supply pastors. Friedens and St.
John’s were a charge until 1958 when they split and each called their own pastor. Friedens Church
signed their dissolution with the Lutheran congregation on the Ist of October, 1963.

On the 19th of April, 1964 the congregation voted to adopt the name Faith United Church of
Christ. The following year, on the 7th of March, the ground consecration and ground breaking ser-
vices were held at the Center Valley location. The following week the St. Paul’s congregation voted to
merge with Faith Church. These 149 members were formally joined with Faith on the 5th of
February, 1967.

The cornerstone was laid on the 13th of June, 1965 and the Church was dedicated on the 20th of
March, 1966. Don R. Studer was the first pastor of Faith United Church of Christ; Pastor Barry
Galley is the current minister.

_ Thelocal church history contained in the corner-stone is as follows:
Biography of John Henry Hoffmeier (1760-1838), first minister of Friedens Church; copy of his ser-
mon “The Violation of the Sabbath”.
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Proclamation at the laying of the corner-stone of Friedens Church the 9th of May, 1839.
Constitution of Friedens Reformed Congregation — 1915

Renovation Program of Friedens Union Church — 1937

Rededication Program of Friedens Union Church — 20th of April, 1944

Homecoming Day Program — 5th of October, 1952

The 160th Anniversary of the Evangelical and Reformed Congregation of Friedens Church — 18th of
October, 1953

Centennial Celebration of Friedens Union Sunday School — 29th and 30th of April, 1st of May, 1955
Historical and Doctrinal Folder of Friedens Evangelical and Reformed Church

The 170th Anniversary of Friedens Union Church — 24th of November, 1963

Names of persons submitting FAITH as the new name for the former Friedens congregation: Mrs.
Edwin Butz, Mr. Steve Mitchell, Mrs. LeRoy Stahler

Financial brochure of Faith United Church of Christ

Faith United Church of Christ Annual Report — 1964

Ground Consecration Service — 7th of March, 1965

Souvenir shovel — Ground consecration

Service of Ground Breaking — 7th of March, 1965

Membership listing as of the 13th of June, 1965

Bulletin of Morning Service — 13th of June, 1965

Bulletin of Corner-Stone Laying service — 13th of June, 1965

List of pastors of Friedens Church

The Faith Flame — June, 1965

Proclamation at the laying of the Corner-Stone of St. Paul’s

Church — 28th of April, 1833

Charter and by-laws of the Lutheran and Reformed congregations of St. Paul's Church — 1910
Record of vote to merge with Faith Church, Center Valley — 14th of March, 1965

Bulletin of the 6th of June, 1965 — St. Paul’s Church

Shown above is the Saucon Mennonite Church on old Route 309 between Center
Valley and Coopersburg, This structure was built in 1841; the earliest building
on this site was of log and had been constructed in 1738,
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Pictured above is the barn that was converted into St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church. Taken in 1913,
the strapping fellow holding the reins of the two steeds was Reuben Schaffer, Sr.

This picture represents the barn after its conversion into a church,
In the background is the home where the Sisters now reside.
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s Roman Catholic Church was built in 1970 when the old
1ly sound.

Joseph’
building was no longer structura

The new St.

A view of St. Joseph’s Catholic Chapel in Colesville, the Assumption Parish.
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Interior view of the Grace Moravian Church in Center Valley. This view was taken when the church
was owned by the Baptist Congregation,

Interior view of the Friedensville Church
taken at Harvest Home, Pastor Nevin
Gearhart was at the pulpit......... 1944
(Sept. 10)
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Interior view of Friedensville Church before remodeling.
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Note the car and the dwelling on the

Two early pictures of Friedensville Church taken in the 1900’s.
corner (which is no longer standing).
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It is part of the Weibel
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Picture of workmen who worked on the in-
terior sculptor inserts for the Carmelites.

God’s Missionary Church located on East

Landis Street in Coopersburg.




An architect’s concept of the Fdith United Church of Christ in Center Valley.

Exterior view of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church of Summit Lawn.
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St. Paul’s (Blue) Lutheran Church

This picture shows the church when it still retained the ‘‘blue colored’ stucco which gave
the chur